"WE x” 8 
þ as” 


> - — — — — 


On IEEE DDE ES EE T- 


Dao. ———————· —— r ID > 
p EEE th - — 


-- 


— EET — — 
8 — — — Cot brad 5 
— nn — — — 


— — 


5 I — _—_ my 


ff TR 


oy * 


— — 
8 — — — nt ——— 
* 7 A's 


inngiec, 


Review of the Caſe of L 


n WH 
* * 


* 
bo 
* 


ion. 


e 
* b * ; 


> 


; Om: 


” vw 
a. þ- 


their Ii e 


* 


ON 


«© n 
— * 


By BENJAMIN R 


N 3 


iſter of the 


Min 


” 


(pel 


LONDON: 


Printed b 


Moc gx 


LY Clark, at the Bible 


y, fo 
the Oʃ 


In 


5 R. Tooke 


and Tromn 


4 


ING, 


— — 


FFC 
£ n 5 275 — > 


1 
5 


4 


a... tt. 
8 % 


my 1 7 
wy 


4 


* 


6 SN. | 
7 
: J, 
tC 
. Q 5 
wy 


/ 


—— 8 e * 
"_ _— 


Mr. I. Bennet, &c. 


97, 


OUR angty Letter I have carefully conſi- 
der'd; and (by the Advice of Others) am 
now determin'd to return, what in my Opi- 
nion it does not deſerve, an Anſwer to it. 
The main Deſign of it is, as the Reader will eaſily 
ſee, not to ſupport the Cauſe of Liturgies and their 
Inpofition, againſt what I had ſaid upon that Sub- 
et: but to vilifie and expoſe my Perſon, and pre- 
poſſeſs the World with Prejudices againſt me. To 
this Purpoſe you have pick'd out here and there a 
fr incidental Paſſages, and haſty Expreſſions (ſuch 
u too often drop from the Pens of Controverſial -- + * 
Writers, in the Heat of Diſpute) wherein the Ar- 
ment is no Way concern'd: And to blicken my 
nay Crimes the more, you have oft fetch'd 
atter wherewith to charge me from the Alphabe- 
tical Table at the Eud of my Book; tho? you might _ 
have known (what I told you before the Book was 
fully printed) that that was undertaken by another 
Hand. When you therefore complain of me as 
charging Self- Contradiction: upon you (4); and ſpites 


(a) Letter, p. 32. 


And | ain Tip 8. os N 


8 


much more with Fogery and Prevarication e yet it will, 


2 ALETTER to 
ful RefieFions (a); and (which you afterwards let me 
know you do moſt of all reſent) Prevarications (b): 
how comes it, Sir, that you refer your Reader thithez ? 
Was it that you had forgot the Indeæ was not drawn 
up by me; or that you was reſolv'd, right or wrong 

this Way to {well the Account, and poſleſs the World 
with an Opinion, that I had treated you with no 
thing but hard Words? * 


ut after all, do you really expect the main Cauſe 
Debate between Us ſhou'd hereupon be given on 


a1; I hope, find ſomewhat in that Treatiſe beſides 
hard Words; and ſomewhat that really preſſes Mr. 


Bennet harder, than the very ſevereſt Expreſſions of 


which He fo loudly complains. 5 : 
Admit, that it is ſomewhat rude and unmannerly, 


to charge a Perſon of your Figure and Conſideration |} 


in the Church with Blunders, and Self-Contradictions; 


I hope, extenuate my Defect in the Point of good 
Manners, if I ſhou'd 


prove to have charg'd you thro? Miſtake (ſince I can 
and do appeal to the great God, the Searcher of all 
Hearts, that I have never done it knowingly or with 
Leſign:) I hope it will not be unpardonable. | 
What means then all the vas; Noiſe you have 


made, upon a few unwary Expreſſions (at the worſt:) 
what mean you, I ſay, to write a whole Book about | 


uch Trifles? and yet what is there beſides in all your 
Letter? Is it not one continu'd Attempt, to wipe off 
| thoſe Reflections from your ſelf, and to retort 'em up- 
on ie? And can you really think this was worth 
your while? The Reader, to be ſure, will be won- 
derfully concern'd to know whether Mr. Bennet, or 


: Mr. Robinſon is the wiſer or the better Man; or 


= 


(e Letter, P. 186. See alſo P. 187, about extollng, 


Kc. (I) 1bid. p. 66; as alſo p. 67, 68. And ogain þ. | 
NE IE ge which 
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r Side? admit that 1 have us'd ſometimes ſeverer 
ge than was ftritly juſtifiable : yet the Reader 


(in moſt or all of the Par- | 
ticulars) make the Charge appear to be ſtrictly true. 
Nay, admit, that I ſhou'd in one or other Particular 
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Ar. T. Bennet. , 
ghich of us is the more careleſs, and more apt to 
under: whether you or. I be better skill'd in Ec- 


defaſtical Antiquity 3 and which of us are bettet 


nanner'd, and the better Scholars, c. For my Part; 
| wou'd never once have ſet Pen to Paper, nor 


ure fo much as wrote a ſingle Line or Sylla- 


le upon this Oecaſion; had it not been that I 
you'd fain put you out of Conceit with Scrib- 
Win, by ſhewing you once more the Emptineſs and 
Vanity of your Performance: but if this does not 


york a Cure; and either put an End to your wri- 
ting Controverhes, or at leaſt make you for the 


future write to better Purpoſe ; Iwill for ever take 
ny Leave of you: as concluding it muſt be on- 
Wy Time, and une Contempt and Neglect that 


muſt be your Remedy. And that the World will 
bon grow weary of your Performances, and leave 


em (as they will deſerve) to be employ'd in the 
 Wicaneſt Uſes of Waſt-Paper, is Wat you may de- 
„end upon, if you go on to write at this Rate. 
| Wor ſhall I my ſelf expect to meet with any better 
Treatment, if I ſhould follow you long in ſuch a, fri- 


the Fool, if it may help you to ſee and be out of 


lereafter talk to your ſelf for me: nay, tho) you 


> Wile to hold a Pen) perpetually go on to provoke 
) Dre, with the utmoſt Improvements of Bedlam or 

© Whilingſgate; I never will engage any further with 
„ A pe oped — 
. SE CT. I. You ſeem, Sir, in your frſt Chapter appre- 

h enſive that your addreſſing me in ſo publick a Way, 
Ins what the World would expect a Reaſon of. And 
x MW fill am ſatisfy'd, you might have been as likely 
x 


four (elf in writing ſuch a Letter; and wou'd 


— 


jolous Squabble : yet this once L.am content to play | 


Love with your own Diſtemper : But take my Word 
for it, if you ſtill go on in this Way, you ſhall 


howd rave like one diſtracted, and (while you are 


lv reach every good End you eou'd propoſe to 


nuch better have conſulted your own Reputation, if 
„ ou had choſen rather to do it privately, either in 
JW i:rſonal Converſation, or under your Hand and 


1 
inen 
Dei 4 

| | 


ding Friend: or, rather than fail, have deliver'd it 


& ALETTER to 
Seal. But it ſeems you found your ſelf oblig'd to da 
it publickly for the Reader's, and for my Sake, a 
well as for your own. For my Sake, to forward my! 
Repentance (a). But whatever Occaſion there might n 
be for this, I ſee not why you ſhowd therefore 

be oblig'd to make me fo publick an Addreſs - 1 
2 Letter ſtrong and convincing only when tis ini 
Print? or if you did ſuſpe& a written Letter (how 
powerful ſoever) wou'd have loſt any of. its Virtue 
in its Conveyance by the common Way of Pf ; 
you might have ſent it by ſome particular confi-Mts h 


with your own Hand. Was there no Way to for Mit, w: 
ward my Repentance, unleſs I be reprov'd in the Hear- med 
ing of all the World? What has the World to do, I 
. beſee:h you, with the little pettiſſ Words, that nov tend 


and then happen between you and me? But this ra- Cl 


did not expect to meet with Perſons that were ſo caſie 


ther appears to have been your Deſign, not to forward k 
my Repentance, ſo much as to publiſh my Reproach, 
This, I thank God, I can eaſily forgive _ . 
But you plead, that you was oblig'd to do iti {ay 
for the Reader's Sake, to prevent bu being impos'd up- 
on, and mjur'd by me (b). Which Way cou'd you 
imagine, Sir, they were in any ſuch Dauger? Why, 
| ſay you, generally ſpeaking, they (the Readers) 
depend entirely upon the Author's Veracity and u- 
Integrity, c. (c) And do you truly look upon Hie 
the Generality of Readers to be ſuch, and particu- at E 
larly of thoſe that converſe with Controverſial Wi- the 
tings, who either are, or ought to be the more" 
learned and. ſenfible Part of Mankind. They owelWs th 
| you Thanks, to be ſure, for the Complement youWve 2 
here paſs upon em. And is not Mr. Bennet won- g o. 
derfully good humou'd, who is almoſt perpetually 
itudying to oblige ſuch Readers? I muſt confeſs, I 


try | 
A 
and obſequious : and therefore thought my ſelf ob- aon; 
lig'd diligently to keep to the Point before me; and Muu d 
carefully to weigh (at leaſt) what I offer'd as Ar-W! the 
gument tor their Conviction : and where you chiefly 


* 


) Letter, P. 4. (b) Lid. 5. 2. (e) Bid. 
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Lure] with me, tis not for the Weakneſs of my 
Wruments; but for a few ſmart and ſometimes 
Wart Reflections here and there 1ntermix'd; chiefly 
u to diaſs their Judgment one Way or other. 


+ t upon this you preſently come out with a 
ok of Two Hundred Pages, wherein you never 


e to call *em) innocent Excurſions. I beſeech you, 


; tend at all to the Allegations by which I ſupport | 


ud be my Readers: nor did I, neither do I ever 


bay a plain Truth, that I cannot but think, you 


- ud hardly write as you do, if you did not too 
Wer depend upon meeting with ſuch Readers as theſe. 
„before I quit this Paragraph, I muſt alſo take Leave 


. between you and me, Matters of Tractical 
legion 


lat Errors relating to thoſe Points, are dangerous 


gin'd, that the Matters you are here ſpeak- 


f the very Foundations of Our common Chriſtiani- 


„ (4) Lecter, . 2. (b) Ibid. 
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Mr. T. Bennet. 5 


th Deſign to keep my Readers awake, but not 
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wee meddle with any material Point in Debate be- 
en Us: and this you do, 10 prevent the Rea- 
s heing impos'd upon, and injur'd by thoſe (ſuffer 


ir, what Sort of Readers muſt they be, that will 
nmediately conclude, you blunder, prevaricate, con- 
ict your ſelf, &c. upon my bare Word, and not 


— — nee on conreres — 


y Charge. I aſſure you, Sir, if there be any ſuch. 
ak Perſons in the World, I do not deſire they 


Fend to write for the Uſe of ſuch. But ſuffer me 


d expreſs my Wonder, that you ſhou'd call the 
(a), and inſinuate immediately thereupon, 


þ the laſt Degree: How dangerous ſuch Errors may 
hoe, with Reſpe# to [Men's] future State, you tell 
you tremble to think (b). Could any one 


re very Trifles; what Religion (properly ſo 
ald) has no Concern at all in; and ſuch as the 

try beſt of Men, thoſe of the moſt diſtinguiſid 
tharaers for Piety and Goodneſs that ever liv'd 
nong Us, have had differing Sentiments about? What 
wu d you poſſibly have ſaid more warm and moving, 


had lain at Stake? And can you be content, that 
de World ſhould put the grand Eſentials of Our holy | 


Reli. 
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* | 


and plead for or againſt the Uſe of ſtated Forms jÞ 


* 
6: _ 4£LBTTER fo 
Religion, upon the ſame Foot, with the Point 0 peſo 


Pray ing in Publick with, or without, ſtated Forms | ] be 
ſeech you, Sir, think what you are doing; Yo You 


know we live in a very ſceptical. Age : and has ; 
not the directeſt Tendency_ to make Men Atheif 
when they obſerve a Chriſtian, a. Clergy-man pre 


Publick Worſhip, with the very ſame Vehemence an 


Solemnity, as they uſe to do on the moſt awful and 75 
important Occaſions in the World ? Pray, learn fo . 
the future, to lay out your warmeſt Zeal and Ga u 
rity for the Souls of Men, upon Subjects that ar . 
really great enough to invite and anſwer ſuch E Con. 
preſſions as theſe : and do not any more lay beton bie 
Mankind fo ſtrong a Temptation, either to ſuſpe won 
all Religion to be a meer Sham; or that Mr. Benys time 
%%% IRE Es; aul 
At laſt we come at, what, I vexily believe, was th and 
true Reaſon of your Letter: for you tell us, you found ny 
our (elf obligd to it tor your own Sake, to wipe i h 
he Aſperfions I had caſt upon you, 8&c. (a) For ol nea 
own Sake. Les, by all Means: Who ſo near you imat 
our own dear (elf. But muſt all the World ther , 5 
tore be diſturb'd with your Self-Defence! No, n vou 
Mr. Bennet, do not miſtake your Ce1f, you are noi , 
of ſuch Conſideration neither: nor will Mankin Ima; 
concern themſelves in your Perſonal Quarrels. An ſay 
that, if you be not already, you-will er, long vad 
convine'd of: when your Apologies and Admonitioq he 
lie neglected upon the Stalls; and the Book(cl1df uns! 
who has careſs'd you, begins to follow you wit 4 7 
perpetu 1 Complaints. What thoſe Aſperſions are, whicYY 4 5. 
L had caſt upon you, I ſhall more particularly con nat. 
ſider by and by, with the Reaſons of em: but i ++ 
the groſs they amount to no more, than that Mi in 
Bennet has ſometimes blunder'd, ſometimes contrad elſe 
cted himſelf, and (that which you your ſelf reckon t ma 
dlackeſt, and moſt ſevere among em all is) (tba — 
you have ſometimes prevaricated. Upon this yo ( 
| cry aut of heinous Imputations (b), ſcandalous 4 8 


0 Letter, p. 2, 3, 4. (b) Lid. p. 4. 


Fenn 


M.. T. Bennet, 


perſions (a), filthy Language (b), abominable Suggeſti- 
ons (c), villainous and ſcandalous Imputations, & (d). 
You complain that I have blackned you to the utmoſt 


oy Power, and . von as an rant Knave 
md Villain (e): that I make a Devil of you (f) ; that 


if what I have ſaid of you be true, tis certain v 
cre net fit to live, and that you are fully ripe for 
Eternal Damnation (g). ; e 
But have I ever faid any Thing like this of you! 
this Language is what I no where allow my ſelf to 
uſe: Nor is it what I ever meant. Surely every 
one is not immediately a Knave, and a Villain, a 
damn'd Wretch, and a Devil, that ever: did in the 
WM Courſe of a Controverſie conceal a Difficulty with 
of which he found himſelf preſs'd: or miſrepreſent the 
i Senſe of an Author thro! Miftake : or, even ſome- 
times knowingly and with Deſign (when under a pow- 
erful Temptation) to ſuppert his own Reputation, 
"oF and to give Countenance to a Canſe that lies near 
ne his Heart. And yet this is the very utmoſt that 
have any where charg'd you with. This is all I 
mean, when I ſay you have prevaricated, &. I never 
175 705 you to be a Man of a profiigate Conſcience, 
e a Writer that deſerv'd to be pillory'd (h): This too is 
our own Rant, and theſe fiery Dragons and terrible 
10 Monſters (i) ate the Creatures of your own diftemper'd 
1 Inagination, Sir. And what now will the Reader 
ay, if any one will give himſelf the Trouble of 
reading, upon ſo mean and frivolous a Subject as this: 
be ſurely will conclude, Mr. Bennet is either a very 
Us unskilful Caſuiſt, if He cannot diſtinguiſh between 
particular Ad, that is not over honeſt; and ſuch 
oY « prevailing Habit of Wickedneſs, as does denomi- 
daß nate a Man, and will affect his Eternal State: or, 
dt leaſt, that He is terribly gall'd by ſomewhat elſe 
Mi in that Book of mine, which He does conceal ; 
aui elſe He wou'd never have roar'd out as He does, and 
© made ſuch a dreadful Noiſe, for a few angry Words. 
10 (a) Letter, p. 152. (b) Thid. p. 168. (c) 1644. p. 189. 
Fl (d) IJbid. p-. 193. (e) Ibid. 3 Thid. p. 56. 
(s) Ibid. p. 195. (h) Ibid. p. 151. (i) Thid p. 186. 
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SECT. II. I ſhall now proceed to the Particu- 
lars which furniſh ont your Complaint. And Fit, 


You are very uneaſie at my Reflections upon your 


Definition of Prayer. Becauſe you tell the World, that 


the very Eſſence of Prayer conſiſts in ſpedking to God (a). 
J ventur'd to call this your Definition of Prayer; . | 


thereupon expos'd the Inaccuracy and Defeats of it. 
And am I therefore to be blam'd? Tell me, Sir, is 


this a Definition of Prayer, or is it not? If it be, 


and you intended it for ſuch; it deſerv'd ſurely to 
be expos'd. A Daęinition ſhou'd contain neither leſs, 
nor more than does eſſentially belong to the Thing 


deſin'd. So it was I remember, when I u 
Logick to my Pupils: whom, I do aſſure you, (how | 
angry ſoever you may be to hear it) I never ſufferd 
to talk, at that looſe Rate that you take the Free- 

dom to write, for the Eenefit of the learned World. 


* 
2 


To what Purpoſe do you tell me, that many excellent 


aud moſt devout Writers have defin'd Prayer after the 
fame leſs perfe Manner (b)? I hope thoſe that write 


Popular Treatiſes of Devotion may be allow'd to ex- 


prels themſelves more looſely ; than one who ſets 


uy tor a Maſter in Controverſies : becauſe they ſeldom, 
If ever, pretend to define the Subject they treat up- 
on; mutt you theretore be allow'd to put your | 
ſhamefully detective Notion of Prayer upon the 
World for a Definition? And why do you refer me to | 
other Places of your Books, where you. de indeed 
tell your Reader, that the Things that are to be ſpo- | 
ken to God in Prayer, muſt be ſuch, as do either e- 


Freſs, or imply an Acknowlegement of Homage, Dependence, 


 Sutjefion, Obedience, &c. Does this at all afte& the | 
Force of my Reaſoning againſtyour Defomtion? I ar- 


gue, if the cery Eſſence of Prayer does (as you ſay) 
conſiſt in ſpeaking 10 God : if Praying and Speaking to 


God are (as you tell us they are) one and the ſame 


| Thing (o): then whatever is ſpoken to God, wou'd be 


7 proper Prayer; even tho? 


It were deſign'd to mock, tv 


3 — 


. 


12 5 


us'd to read 


(i) Diſcourſe of Joint-Prayer, 5. . (b) Letter, FE 


thing 
kNOu 
ence 


perh 


a ſpheme, or to curſe him to his Face. 1 did not in the 
Ira pry. eh that you wou'd own, ſuch Words (tho? 
Wy (poker: 10 od) to be truly Prayer nor will any Reader, 
om this Paſſage of mine, conclude this to be your 
bobinion but only, that I was endeavouring to con- 
nnce. you of the Abſurdity of your Definition, by 
trawing it out into its neceſſary and immediate Con- 
ſequences. And is this either unreaſonable, or in- 
jidious? And muſt the Integrity of what I write, be 
elected upon for this? and the Reader warn'd care- 
fully for the future to examine what I ſay (a7. 
nitead of reſenting this, (tho? fully equal to the 
ter hardeſt Word I ever ſaid of you) I paſs it 
vith Contempt: and in meer Pity to you, ſtill ad- 


— 


you will but the more expoſe the Defects either of 
your Intellectuals, or your Education. Really, Sir, 
(whatever you may think) Men of Senſe will not 
think it tolerable, for you to talk at the Rate you 


F - INI 


your Definition of Prayer, as if they had been Trin- 
aples which I wou'd perſuade the World you held! 
to cry out as if the Alſurdiiy from whence. I ar- 
gu'd againſt your Definition, had been an Imputation 


-q. } Oe we 


it poſſible that one who has had an Academical In- 
ſtitution, and been admitted to his Degrees as a 
Mafler in Arts, ſhowd be ſo ſtupidly ignorant, in 
things of this Nature | And 'tis as wonderful what 
you tell me, that by God's particular Providence, 
jou bad prevented the; very Ground of this Oljedti- 


know legement of Homage, Dependence, Suljection, Obedi- 
ence, &. 4 Man (I {9 does then truly and pro- 


perly pre | | Fo! 
Brief he, and Diſcourſe of Joint Prayer (c). 
would not allow mocking,. blaſpheming, curſing God to 


— Mo 


—— 


(a) Letter, 5. 8. (b) * p. 8,9, 10. 


is 


Mr. T. Bennet. 9 


riſe you to forbear Scribling - the further you go, | 
do: to complain of the Conſequences charg'd upon 


„ diredly laid upon your Self! Sir, you amaze me: Is 


in (b). And how, I beſeech you? Why, you had elſe- 
where told Us, that Whenſoever a Man ſpeaks ſuch 
thngs to God, as do either expreſs or wmply an Ac- 
to God, For which you quote. your 


This, I grant you, does ſufficiently ſhew, that you 
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do expo 


wo: 1 Yo 

his Face, to be praying to Him: But it does by 

no means prove, that that is not the direct Con- 
ſequence of your looſe and inaccurate Definition, 
But what is moſt of all ſurprizing is, that you 
ſhould once and again call the above-mention'd 


Words a Definition; I give (ſay you) the De- 


_ & finition of Prayer at length in the Brief Hiſtory 
“ thus, As how, Sir? 
theſe. Words, Whenſoever a Man 
& things, Cc. You further add, But in the Diſ- 
« courſe of Joint-Prayer, I not only give the De- 
* finition, hut alſo the Reaſon and Ground of it 


Kc. (a) And mult this be allow'd- to paſs for 4 
Definition ! What, I beſeech you, is the Genus? And! 


what the Differentia Sfecifcans ? Of which two 


parts you ſhowd have known, every Definition | 


ought to conſiſt, A Deſcription, Sir, you might 


have been allow'd to call it, and with all that is 
0 miſerz efective One 
it is; as I ſhall (God willing) make appear, if ever 


here added to it) a miſerably lame and 


you give mę a 5 Occafion to write again upon the 
main Subject: But a Defnitjon it can never be. Mr, 


Bennet, I verceive, does underſtand as little what 
belongs to Definitions, as He does of Demonſtrations, 
And is this the Gentleman, that pretends to di- 

rect the whole Body of the Diſfenters, in the Me- 
thod of their Studies? And ſaucily reflects upon 
dem in the groſs, as if He cou'd put 'em into 


the way of being Fetter Scholars (b)? J tell you, 


Sir, you wou'd be kind to your ſelf, as well as to 
the World, if you wou'd return back to your 
College once more, and give your Tutor the Op- | 

e 


ſſible to ma 


* 


portunity to try whether it be yet 
vou nnderſtand | 
tle of the Mathematicks too: For till you have 
| ſome acquaintance with thuſe ſeverer Studies, what 


D LY you have of other kinds will only help 


3 


you the more remarkably. 


= t 8 


) Leiter, p, 8, (b) Ibid. p. 129, 130. 


Aud then it follows in 
ſpeaks ſuch 


our Logick at leaſt; if not a lit - 


Mr. T. Benne. 11 


SE CT. III. Your Six following Chapters are wholl 
pken up, in the clearing your ſelf from the Self- 
(mtradidions I bad (as you ſuppoſe at leaft) charg'd 
won you. Now whether I charg d you with fo 
nany Self-ContradiFions, or not: whether if I did, 
the Charge was with, or without ſufficient Ground; 
preſume the Reader will not imagine, the main 

(auſe between Us to be concern'd in it. Why then 
nuſt the World be calld in to hear your Self- De- 

- Wfence, upon ſo trivial an Occaſion? Greater Men 

, Wthan Mr. Bennet, may poſſibly at ſome Time or 

3 Wcther, have made ſuch Shps; and therefore I pre- 

d ume, it will hardly amount to either Treaſon or 

o Mfclony, tho! I ſhou'd happen to have taken No- 

n tice of ſume Failures in you, of that Kind. But 

tet Us fee what theſe Self-Contradidions are. And 


- 0 | end. re "NY YO EG 


je Frff, Whereas Fu had told Us, that beſides the 
er ¶ Palms ſung by the Levites in the Temple, and ſome 
few other extraordinary Services, there ws no Ground for 
. W's to think, that there were any Prayers jointly of- 
at fed to God by the Jews either in the Temple, or elſe- 
. dere (a). And ſoon after talk'd of ſeveral precom- 
-d ſet Forms of Prayer, which were penn'd at dif- 
- ferent Times, by their reſpective Church-Governoys, and 
n i i'd by em in their publick Porſbip: and that there 
o vas no more Reaſon to doubt of their having and uſing . - \/# 
u, WI « precompos d fettled Liturgy, than of our own having 8 
o end 1fing the Book of Common-Prayer, &c. And that 
ur 50% Prieſts and People did certainly join together in 
p- ne Uſe of thoſe precompos'd ſet Forms, ſeusral Times 
ke every Day (b). I did indeed apprehend ſome Incon- 
t- ffenicy here: but cannot find that either I my ſelf 
ve or my Friend who drew up the Alphabetical Table, 
it W have directly charg'd this upon you as a Self-Con- 
lp !2didion. You reckon, Sir, that ſeeming Inconſiſten- 
I vill diſappear, if it be conſider'd that thoſe Paſ-. 
— © faves relate to differing Periods of Time: that in 
the former, you ſpeak of their Practice before and 


1. (@ Brief Hit. 5. 18. (b) Llid. p. 21. 224] 


„ 


unden 


only Se 


_ Ordinance of David 
(c) Whence I might be ready to conclude, that + 


leave it with the Reader, whether this be any 
_ culty. upon you, or not: Provided you fairly an- 
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under the Babyloniſþ Captivity 3 and in the latter, or 
their Practice after their Return from thence, And I 


am fo little ſolicitons to faſten the Charge upon 
vou, that I readily give it up: and am content to 


allow, it was my Miſtake: but can aſſure you, Sir, 


I was not aware of it, when I wrote that Para-. 


graph; and therefore my Conſcience did not then fy 
zu my Face, as you imagine it did (a): Nor am ! 


now aſham'd to own, I was miſtaken. That which 


1 believe, led me (as perhaps it may others of your 
Readers) into the Error was, that even in ſpeakin 


of the Practice of the Jews in this latter Triad; 
vou ſtill talk of the precompos d ſet Forms, as 
hat were eftabliſh'd among em, by Inſpired Perſont, 


that is, by the command of God himſelf (b). And the 


tell Us, they did ſing together by Courſe after i 
| 7 King of Ifrael, Ezra III. 10, 8 


their Practice after their return from Babylon, was 


the ſame as before: And perhaps might too eaſily 


think, Mr. Bennet himſelf wou'd allow it too : 


And thereupon was too haſty to preſs you with the 


difficulty befoxe Us. However I am wang to 
iffi- 


fer, What directly relates to the Argument from 
the Practice of the Ancient Jews. e 


| Secondly, What you next complain of, 1 never in 
the leaſt intended to charge upon you as a Self- 
_ ContradiFipn ; nor is it ever fo calld either in the 


(c) Letter, p. 18. () Brief Hiſt, p. 27. (e) Die. 


leading 


ripture-Proof you ofter Us (which is all, 
that I can think worthy of regard, as Evidence of 
what was eftabliſh'd by Inſpir*d Perſons) does only 
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Mr. T. Bennet. 1 
kading em out of Egypt, to their Return from the 
lulyloniſb Captivity. When I had gone thro” all 
the Proofs you offer d, with relation to that Pe- 
nod ; (and which you had told Us, were unieniable 
Puofs, that the Jews join'd in precompos'd ſet Forms 
F Prayer :) (a) At the Concluſion I obferv?d, that 
Ve have little Reaſon to admit theſe (meaning ' what 
you had alledg'd) or any others that you can bring, 
u undeniable Proofs that the Jews (during this Pe- 
rod) join d [i. e. did it ftatedly] in precomposr'd ſet 

forms of Prayer [eſpecially ſuch as were of meerly 
Humane Original] (). For I then did, and ſtill do 
conclude, that unleſs their Practice con'd be made 
zppear to come up to this; it wou'd not reach the 
Point at all in which We are concern'd. That the 

of, you had alledg d did not reach the Point, 1 

 Wſuppos'd what I had offer'd in Reply to em wou'd 

convince the Reader. And the following Words 
come in as a Reaſon why I thought, that no Others 
jou cou'd bring wou'd be likely to do it: That We 

have little Reaſon to expect this to be prov'd 5 

Mr, Bennet, I conclude the rather, becauſe He him- 

ſelf does elſewhere, in various particulars, plainly con- 

radict it (c). That this was all that I intended, 
ny very Words themſelves do ſo fully ſhow, that 

(notwithſtanding all you have ſaid to put another 

ſenſe upon em) I am content to leave them with 

the Impartial Reader: And leave you to bluſh 
it all your vain and gaudy Triumphs upon this 

Oecaſion. Only before. J paſs further, to prevent 

n Iny ill Impreſſions on Our Readers, I think fit 

. % obſerve, that my leaving out _ thofe Words 

und ſome few other extraordinary Services] of which 

vou once and again complain (d); was not done 

ith any 111 deſign : But becauſe I apprehended 
you thereby to mean Sacrifices, Purifications, 8c, In 
rhich our Controverſie was no way. concern'd. 

And this you might have obſerv'd, in my Review 

if. the Caſe of Liturgies, &c. p. 54. But fince you 
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(a) Brief Hiſt. p. 16. (hb) Review, p. 64. 00 hid. 
©) Letter, p. 19. 20. and again, p. 25, 30. 


have 


have another Meaning, I am willing you fhayy 
make your beſt of it. N IA 


Thirdly, The next Inſtance is what I no Where 
call a Self-Contradi&ion : Tho" 1 do not know but 
moſt Readers will (as well as the Gentleman thagh 
compos'd the Index) think it fo be ſo. Howered 
tis not at all material, whether it be a Contragig; 
on or not. If you do not now contradict the Pap. 
| Cage, I quoted from your [ Anſwer 10 Thomas! 
againſt Bennet] then you muſt ſtill allow, “ Thigh 
« God has no where in Scripture appointed 1h 
Manner of Publick Prayer: And particularly, 
„ that He has no where commanded Us to pray 
in fublick by a Form, 1. e. (as you now ex- 
« plain it) by a precompos'd ſet Form, For this is 
plainly the Senſe of your Words, if I can un- 
derſtand 'em (a). Do but abide by this, Sir, and 

then perſwade the World (if you can) that it is 
a very Material Point, whether We pray Extempore, 


or by the. uſe of precompos'd ſet Forms, in Our 
Publick Worſhip, N e 14 
Fourth, The next Inſtance relates to the Teſti. 1 
monies you produc d from Auſtin, and a Canon off ,.q. 
the Third Council of Carthage: The former (Auſſtin) 1 
you had allegd as a Witneſs in the IVth Cen- 375, 
tury (Y, and this Counci! as in the Vth. (c) Yet! wh 
afterwards you tell Us, that this Canon was made J 

* before ever. St. Auſtin took notice of thoſe lamenta- * 
ly inſufficient Perſons [of whom mention was made th , 
K Teſtimony] (d). Upon this I did indeed "od 

| Cay, that wnlsſs (Mr. Bennet) can ſbew Us, bow 11a bs 
FIFTH Century cou'd be before the FOURTH or 
hit muſt he noted down for a fiat Contradiction. yn 
(e) This 1 freely own, 1 charg'd upon you as fs * 1 
Cyntradiction. And 'tis ſo palpable an One, that 775 
you your ſelf cannot deny it: Tho' if you knew SY 
— wa — — — wh. | 
(a) nſw. to Thomas, againſt Bennet, p. 151] . 

: 5 Brick Tig. Chage XV. (c) Lid. Chap. XVI. Jou 
EL 8 „ p. 337: nnen, 


Mr. T. Bennet! 17 
but how, you ſeem mighty ſollicitous to cover 
it. To this purpoſe you plead, That whereas 
« Auſtin, Chryſoſtom, and Ferom liv'd partly in One 
„Century, and partly in the other; Dr. Cave 
places 'em in the Fourth, and Du Pin in the 


« Fifth Century; yet no body will ſay, that Dr. 


„Cave and Du Pin do ccntradi& each other (a), 
Nor 1s there any Reaſon for it : Becauſe living 


in both Centuries, they might (without ſo much 
35 a Miſtake) be plac'd in either. Tho? if either 
Du Pix or Dr. Cave had plac'd (for Inſtance) Chry- - 


ſeſtom in the Fourth Century, and Jerom in the. 
Fifth; and afterwards had told Us, that Ferom dy'd 


before ever Chryſoſtom begun to make a Figure in 
the World: it muſt have bcen allow'd (not only 


that there was a Miſtake, ſome where or other in the 


Account; but alſo) ſuch a Miſtake as does amount 
to 4 Contradidion, Yet You are ready to flatter your 85 


ſelt, that with all candid Judges this will be eſteem'd 
a ſufficient Vindication (b. ras 


And at laſt, when you are forc'd to own it for _ 


a Miſtake, yet you wou'd tain have it paſs. for a 
meer Miſtake; and cannot prevail with your ſelf to 


own, that it is a Contradiction: nay, you plainly 


reflect upon me, becauſe I had given it that Name. 
And tell me, a ſmall Meaſure of good Nature, wou'd 


have enclin'd me to give it a much milder Name. But 
why ſo angry, Mr. Bennet? Is it not a Contradidion, 


wou'd it not have been ſo, whether 1 had calld it 


ſo or not? Does the Name I have put upon it, in 
the leaſt change the Nature of the Thing? But per- 


haps, Sir, you might reckon upon it, that one of 


your extraordinary Merit, is never to be chargd 
with a Contradi1on; that tho! you ſhowd never fo 
phinly commit the Fault, in you (at leaft) it 
muſt be overlook'd. And if really you have any 


Patent to that Purpoſe, I muſt beg your Pardon, 
Sir, that I did not know 1t: but ſo ſoon as ever 


it appears, I ſhall know my Duty: And as apt as 
you reckon me to find Faults, 1 doubt not but 


9 a dl _ 


(6) Letter, 5. 44 (6) Li. Y 
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I ſhall for the future be able, as contentedly ag | 


— —— 


any Perſon in the World, to allow you your Pei. 


vilege. ä 33 „ : 
| Nay more, I find you cannot be willing & 


much as to own it a Miſtake, without reproach. 
ing me (at the ſame Time) with greater Ignorance (a), 


I have really commutted a Miſtake, ſay you: *Ts yea}. | 
ty a Contradiction, you ſhou'd have ſaid : *Tis well 
| however you are got ſo far as this. Ay, but you 

add, Which (Miſtake) had you your ſelf diſcoverd, 1 


had been ſeverely chaſhs'd. The Thing which I per- 


ceive you are here afraid of is, leſt 1 ſhou'd be 
thought to have made the firſt Diſcovery, that you 


was miſtaken. And where had been the mighty 


Harm, ſuppoſing 1 had been allow'd to have ff 
found out your Miſtake? Can you not poſlibly | 
bear, that ſuch an Honour ſhou'd be done me; | 
while yet, at the ſame Time, you are forc'd to con- 
fes, that you was miſtaken ? Pray Sir, Who was it | 
that firſt gave you the Hint? I am really aſham'd, 
that you ſhou'd force me to be (in Appearance at 


Jeaſt,)a little vain: but this poſſibly may be a Means 


to bring down your great Spirit to the Circun. | 
| ſtances you here are in. You confeſs, you have 
really committed a Miſtake, with Reſpe& to this DB 
Council of Carthage: Well, did no one hint it to 


you any Way? Did not I, by ſome Means or 


other, drive you to ſearch into, and ſet it right? 
No, you tell me, by this Inſtance 1 may learn, that 
You me ready of your Own Accord, to acknowledge 
your Errors, tho no Adverſary drives you to it (d). 
But pray, recollect your ſelf, was it not this Mi 
take you had made with Reſpect to the Date of 
that Council, that occaſion'd you to contradi& your 
ſelf? and by taking Notice of that Contradiction, 
did I not ſufficiently tell the World and you, 
that you had made a Miſtake? And what - tho! ! 
did not particularly tell, what was the Miſtake: 
Fou are pleas'd to ſay, this demonſtrates my utter 
{gnorance of it (o). Ridiculous: muſt a Man needs 


1 (a) Letter, 2. 44. (b) Bid. p. 45. (c) Ibid, P. 44 
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Mr. T. Bennet. LE: 
yrite all that he knows? But here is another Evi- 
9 how well Mr. Bennet is acquainted with 
the Nature of a Demonſtration, However, Sir, (tho? 
| well knew, that the Third Council of Carthage 
was Commonly agreed to be held in the Year 
CCCXCVIL. and cou'd not but know the Date that 
is at the Top of every Page:) yet I am not fill 
ſure whether Auſtin wrote his Book de Baptiſmo] 
tefore Or after that Time: and therefore was not. 
forward to determine, where the Miſtake lay: but 
atisfy'd my ſelf to obſerve there was a Miſtake, 
ind ſuch a Miſtake as at the ſame Time involy'g 
2 Contradiction too. And now I hope you have 
mough of it: but if it be more than you de- 
sord, learn to be more free and ingenuous in your 
Acknowlegements for the future. e 
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1 Fifthly, Another Inſtance is, that wherein you 14 
- Wovn, that tis poſſible in the Nature of the Thing, for 5 | 
| WI: Congregation to join in an Extempore Prayer . "th 
+ WThis you allow: but deny, that you have any Where 5 | 
aid what does contradict it: and beg it as a par- = 
_ Wiicular Favour, that I wow'd ſhew it you. Now, = | 
r, you do (if I miſtake not) in the Account you 10 
1 Wiive us of Joint-Prayer, make it abſolutely neceſſa- Fi 
o J, that the Perſons joining in Prayer, do not on- 

r Wy ſpeak the ſame Words to God; but that they all 

> Wipeak at once (a): and afterwards you tell us, that no 

i; lan can, at one and the ſame Time, both attend to 

e {bat = ſpoken Extempore, by the Perſon that officiates; 

). Wd actually ſpeak himſelf in bis own Terſon, the very 


lame Thing, to Almghty God (b). This (according 
to your Notion) is expreſly to ſay, that 'tis im- 

poſhble to join in an Extempore Prayer. And I 
n, Jet beg you, if you can, to reconcile your ſelf to 
u, Jour ſelf at your Leiſure, N 


: Sixty, the laſt Inſtance relating to Attention in 
er Naher, is what I do not any where call a Contra- 
as Naäcion in my Book; tho! pointed at as a groſs one 


4 (a) Diſc. p. 11. (b) Tb; 5 p. 39. — 15 — — 
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in the Inder. The Way you pretend to evade this 


Difficulty, is what I had upon the Spot, diſtincly 
taken Notice of, and reply'd to (a). So that I am 


content to leave it entirely with the 1mpartial Rea. | 


der. Only here again, I muſt tell you, I deſpiſe 
your malicious Complaints, of my .mangling your 


Words, and miſrerreſenting what you ſay after an aho. | 
minable Manner, Thoſe Kind of Arts I leave to them! 


— 


that need, and can be ſatisfy'd to uſe em. Nox! 


am I in the leaſt mov'd with your oft repeated Re- 
flections, as if I had made the Self- Contradictions for 


you (5). For by this Time J am ſatisfy'd the Rea. & 
der will be ſenſible, the Contradictions, thoſe at leaſt 
which I really charg'd upon you, are your own; 


aud it will therefore lie upon you to get clear of 


'em, as you can. 5 


SECT. IV. Your next five Chapters are one con- | 
tinued Complaint of a Charge of Forgery, Prevarica- | 
tien, &c. under: various Inſtances; with an Attempt | 


to clear up your own Innocency, and retort back | 


the Imputation upon me. Now 'tis zbe firſt alone, 


that I have ſo ſeverely charg'd, and the Reader (per- 
| haps) will yet be ready to conclude, I there had too 


much Reaſon for it. The Caſe in ſhort was this; 


The Council of Milevis (if the Account we have ot 
it ſhowd be allow'd to be genuine, which yet I 
greatly queſtion) did indeed appoint a few particu- | 
lar Prayers, under certain Heads, to be univerſally 

us'd within their Diſtricts: but they were far from 
having furni ſh'd out a compleat Liturgy, for all Offi- | 

ces and Occaſions. They were themſclves aware, | 
that there muſt ſtill be other Prayers us'd. And the 
Point here in Debate between us is, What Order 
they paſs'd with Reſpett to theſe other Prayers ? | 


You had oft, and with utmoſt Aſſurance told the 
World, that even theſe other Prayers, ſpoken of in 
the latter Part of the Canon, muſt be alſo ſuch as 


bad the Approbation of the Synod. Pray review your | 


v2 
—— 


(a) Review, p. 423, 424. () Letter, | p. 56. Aud 
VVV 


on 


(e) Bid. p. 326. 


Mr. T. Bennet. 2 

own Words. The Second Council of Milevn en- 
«joins, that no Prayers at all ſnou'd be us'd in the 
« Church, but ſuch as had been approv'd by ſome 
© of the more prudent Perſons in a Synod (a). This 
you repeat Over and over (5). And whereas Mr. 
Clarkſon had ſaid, that they might, according to 
this Canon, ftill uſe other Prayers, provided they 
were allow'd, either by ſome prudent Perſons, or by 
2 S node Your Reply (which you introduce with 
no {mall Meaſure of Contempt) is “ that neither 


© inſufficient Perſons, nor any others have any Li- 


® berty allow'd em by this Canon to uſe any Tray. 
ers, but what were approv'd by the more prudent 
“ Perſons in a Synod, And a little lower you add, 
& The Council does not ſay, that the Prayers ſhowd 
« be either allowd by ſome prudent Perſons, or 

« approv'd in Council; but it fays, that they 


« ſhall be approv'd by ſome of the more prudent 


“ Perſons in a Synod, i. e. when actually afſembled 
* together and met in Council : and this (you ſay) 
„ is moſt evidently the Senſe of the Canon, if the 
* Greek and Latin Texts be compar'd together (c). 
| Now this does all of it moſt evidently relate to the 
latter Part of the Canon, where I found the Latin 
(even of that ſuſpe&ed Copy which you uſe) had 
expreſs'd it digun@ively, | nec aliz on, dicantur in 


Eccleſia, niſi que a prudentioribus tractata, vel compro- 


bate in Synodo fuerint.] And the Greek Codex, does not 

bere make any Mention of a Synod, but only of 
the Approbation of the more prudent Brethren. [Kaz 
agg das vald Tis. i gecs wid\ms Tegevey Invar. 

an eamives d\imols amo Tov ouleTwrzewv ouviixfnouy, 
AY Hl.] 7 this I did, (as I ſtill apprehend, 
with juſt Cauſe) complain of your Nevarication. 
Had you not been advis'd of the Diqunctive Parti- 


cle, expreſly us'd in the Canon: had you not par- 


ticularly taken Notice of it: I ſhou'd have dy 
this as a meer Overſight ; and imputed it to Neg- 
ligence, and Want of Care. But as the Caſe was 


(a) Brief Hiſt, 2. 107. (b) Ibid. p. 325, 326. 


circum- 


upon your Readers with a bold Fi tion. 
therefore call'd a palpable Pyevaricat ion: And I am 
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circumſtanc'd, I muſt confeſs, I cou'd not but think 


you knew what you ſaid was falſe: and yet to 
ſupport your tottering Cauſe, was willing w put 
18 I 


really ſurpriz'd to find you here attempting a Vin- 


dication of it. What you offer for that Purpoſe, | 


I now come to reply to. | 


this Purpoſe plead, that the Particle [Vel] may only 
disjoin the Words [traFate and comprobate} and not 
the Clauſes. If this were granted, yet fince it 
may alſo admit the other Senſe, how could you 


tell the World, that the Council does not ſay, the Pray- |} 
ers ſhou'd either be allow'd by ſome prudent Per- | 


Cons, or approv'd in Council: but it ſays, that they 
ſha ll be approv'd by ſome of the more prudent Per- 
ſons in a Synod, &c. For hereby you abſolutely 


exclude the other Senſe, as if the Words of the 


Canon wou'd not ſo much as admit of it. And 


here, I hope, the Reader will obſerve, that tho you 
Now plead from the Latin Text, only for yours 


as a poſſible Senſe: yet unleſs it had been the ne- 


ceſſary and only Senſe of the Words, your Aſertion 


Cannot be true; nor your Argument from this Ca- 


* Poſſible Senſe of em: unleſs We muſt ſuppoſe it poſ- 
 fible that the Words [a prudentioribus] ſhowd have 


no Meaning at all belonging to em, or what is 


worſe than none. 
was, there was a 
guiſh (as Auſtin himſelf had done) between the Vea- 
er, and the more Prudent among the Clergy at large; 


As the State of the Church then 


but it is Comewhat unaccountable, to talk of the | 


| 


more Prudent Perſons in a S nod: Beſides, that this 


— — 
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But as the Words ſtand, (even tho? there were no 
Other Reading, nor any Greek Text to determine the 
Point) I cannot allow yours to be ſo much as 4 


great Deal of Reaſon to diſtin- | 


ou 
their 
do b. 
that 
ing, 


don 


of t 


| =_ jorat) 
And Firfl, whereas you pretend, that the Latin 
Words are fairly capable of your Senſe (a): and to 


Can 


wou'd . an inde cent Reflection upon ſome of 
their own Members, which ſurely they wou'd never 
do by a Vote of the whole Synod. Befides, every one, 
that knows any Thing of the Methods of Proceed- 
ing, among ſuch Bodies of Men, knows, that they 
do not uſe to determine any Thing by the Judgment 
of the more Prudent in the Synod ; but by the Ma- 
brit of Voices there. I ſhall therefore leave it up- 
on you, to make any tolerable Senſe of the Latin 
Canon, as you wou'd have it read. 1 


But Secondly, The Greek Text (and the Latin of the 
Frican Council) do fully give it againſt your Senſe: 

for (as I ſaid before) they do not ſo much as men- 
tion a Synod, in this Part of the Canon; much leſs | 
make it neceſlary, that they ſhowd have a Synodi- 
cal Approbation of all the Prayers, they ſhou'd ever 
preſume to uſe in Publick: all that (according to 

WM theſe Accounts) was infiſted upon, amounts only 
to this, that whatever «ther Prayers they us'd (be- 
ides thoſe which were expreſly enjoin'd by this 
Synod) ſhou'd be firſt ſeen and allowd by the 
more Prudent Brethren (a). And you cou'd not but 
obſerve, ſurely, that I had ſuſpected ſome Corrup- 
tions, in what uſually paſſes for the Canon of this 
Council (among other Reaſons) becauſe that, to raiſe 
the Authority of the Church, does (very needleſly) 
add the Mention of a Convocation or SH, 
whereas theſe Collections (which are confeſſedly of 
n later Date than the Milevitan Council, in an Age 
when the Church's Power, among other Corrupti- 
ons, was rather growing than in its Decline) does 
only provide, as was then neceſſary, that the more 
trudent Brethren ſhow'd reviſe the Prayers, in Or- 
der to prevent ſuch as were Heretical (b). And 
now how cou'd you allow your ſelf to ſay, that 
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(2) A atmes dime amd Toy awienwTipey Tu et 
ay, AN Dhoos [au Codex Canounm E<cl. Afric. an. 
103, Sed quæcunque cum prudentioribus fuerint col- 
ate, dicantur. Concil. African. Can, 70. | 
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* none bave any Liberty allow'd en by this Canon, ta 


i prudent Perſons in a Synod, that , when actually af. 
« {embled together, and met in Council? And how coud 
you have the Face to refer to the Greek Text as 


Evidence of this? Yet till you ſeem to perſiſt in it: 
and tell me, the Greek Text determines the Point, and 


gives it for your Interpretation (a). What mean you, 
Sir, to go on at this Rate? have you no Senſe of 


Shame left? Or is it, that you really expect, your 


Readers will entirely depend upon your Veracity and 


Integrity (b)? If any ſhou'd be weak enough to take 


your Word, I am not out of Hopes, that ſome (at 
leaſt) will be willing to ſee with their own Eyes: 
and that is all that I deſire of em, before they 
give Judgment in the Point here between us. What 


you plead, that there w no Disjun&ion at all in the 
| Greek, is becauſe in that Part of the Canon they 
make no Mention of a Syuod. But what, is their 
not ſo much as mentioning a Synod there, plain Evi- 


dence, that theſe more prudent Perſons muſt neceſ- 


ſarily be met in a Synod, whenever they determir'd 
any thing about this Matter! The ſuſpeFed Copy of 
this Canon ſays, © No Prayers at all ſball be us in 
the Church, but ſuch as have either been conſider'd by 


* the more prudent Brethren, or approv'd in a Synod, 


The Greek Codex (as does alſo the African Council) 


without the leaſt Mention of a Synod, ſays, ** that 


whatever Prayers have been conſider'd by the more 
© prudent Brethren, may be usd: And Mr. Bennet 
ſays, None have by this Canon Liberty allow'd en to 


 wſe any Prayers, but what were allow'd by the more 


Prudent Perſons in a Synod, that is, when actual) 
aſſenibled . er and met in Council. And this, He 


adds, is moſt evidently the Senſe of the Canon, if the 


Greek and Latin Texts be compar'd together, The 


learned and impartial Reader will underſtand, that 


this is only what you wiſh had been the Senſe: 


and (to the beſt of your Skill) endeavour therefore 


to put upon the World as ſuch. 


(a) Letter, P. 59. (6) Did p. J.. 


e uſeany Prayers, but what were allow'd by the moy, | 
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Nay, (as if that wou'd ſerve to juſtify, at leaſt 
to cover your own Guilt) you retort the Charge 
upon me: and Iam carght tardy, as you wou'd per- 
ſuade your Reader: and you wifh (adding the aw- 
ful Name of God to it, as if you were really ſeri- 
ous) that I had given you no greater Cauſe 10 charge 
me with ſuch Crimes (as bold Falſhood, has. x! 
Prevarication, Ic.) than you have given me to charge 
von with em (a). Why, what's the Matter, Sir? 
What Cauſe have I given you any where, in the 
leaſt, to infinuate a Charge of this Nature againſt 
me? Or indeed what Temptation cou'd I poflibly 
be under to do ſuch a thing? I that lay no Streſs 
at all upon the Practice of the Ancients, further than 
they have Scripture- Authority for what they do: I, 
who had ſo freely declar'd how very little I value 
the Authority either of Fathers or Councils; what 
ſhou'd poſlibly tempt me knowingly to conceal the 
true, or to deviſe a falſe Senſe of their Words! 
I. will not ſay, that *tis impoſſible I ſhowd miſtake 

their Meaning: but as I then did, ſo I ſtill think, 
that I am the more likely to find out their true 
Senſe, becauſe under no Temptation (as Mr. Bennet 
plainly is) to force my own Senſe upon 'em. But 
where have I, in the leaſt, miſrepreſented either the 
Words or Senſe of the Greek Codex! I had (aid 
(ſpeaking of thoſe Prayers, as to which the Latin 
ſuſpected] Copy allow'd em Liberty, rome they 
were either conſider'd by the more prudent Brethren, 
or approved in a Synod) that the Greek Codex uz ſv 
far from limiting em expreſly to what has been approv'd 
in a Synod, that it does only make the Approbation of the 


more prudent Brethren neceſſary, and does not ſo much 


as mention that of any Synod. Upon this, Sir, you 
are pleas'd to catechiſe me very ſeverely:. And ask 
me, how I can bear the World in Hand, that the Greek 
Codex does not limit 'em expreſly to what has been 
approv'd in a Synod ? You go on, does not pauvewurrer = 
& Th ouvelw in the very firſk Line, make this expreſs 
Limitation? And then add, the Greek Codex ſpeaks 
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of tle ſame Prayers, when it ſpeaks of thoſe that were 
n4wewpue vai, and thoſe that vierer amo wee ew | 
Tiewr. And are not thoſe enjoin'd, and all others for- 


bid by this Canon? By the Way, where ſhall we find 
all others forbid? This is only what we may expect 
in the Canon, if ever Mr. Bennet ſhou'd bleſs the 
World with his Edition of the Councils. But have 


you done, Sir? Again, you ask me, how I can affirm, | 
that the Greek Codex does not ſo much as mention the 


Approbation of any Syuod? Does act nexuewurver e 
Ty ouvoSe demonſtrate the contrary ? — The ft Line 
of the Canon mentions and requires the Approbation of 
a Synod ſo. plainly, that (ſay you) J wonder how you 
durſt dem it (a). Now Sir, I appeal to all the 
World, whether ever 1' did, here or elſewhere deny 
that this Council had limited *em expreſly to any 
Forms: nay, I had expreſly own'd, © that they did 
(among other things) agree to draw up a few 


Forme of Prayer, under diverſe Heads: and that | 
& theſe Forms, being firſt read and approv'd of in | 


the Council, were appointed to be. us'd by all (). 
I never ſaid, that the Approbation of the Synod was 


not made neceſſary to any Prayers at all: but only, 
that it was not ſo to every Prayer they were at 


any Time to uſe in Publick (c). For Shame, Mr. Bennet, 


80 no farther : Can any good Cauſe need ſuch ſorry | 


Shifts as theſe? In a Word, the Canon does moſt 
_ evidently conſiſt of to Parts: the former does re- 


late to certain particular Forms, which were approv'd | 


in Council, and univerſally enjoin'd: the latter (to 
witch J had Refpe& in thoſe Words of mine with 
| which vou are here quarrelling) does expreſly refer 


to other Prayers, and (according to the Greek Coder) 


Torbids the publick Dſe of all other Prayers that 
were colttrary to the Analogy of Faith, but does al- 
iow of any others whatſoever that were compos'd or 
 revis'd by. the more prudent Brethren. Here it is that 
I. did and ſtill do contend, that there is not ſo 
much as Mention made of any Synod: and if you 
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Forgery, Prevarication, or what you pleaſe. 


Whether you was your ſelf ſenſible this wou'd 


clear the Point, I will not fay: but as if you was, 


A you do induſtrioully confound both Parts of the 
Canon together: and wowd perſuade your Reader, 
(without the leaſt Shadow of Proof) that the Pray-- 
es that in the firſt Line were xexveaudrz, Or proba- 
te in Concilio, are the very ſame with thoſe which 


in the latter Words of it, awyySnouy, c. and 
that no other Prayers but thoſe appointed in the Be- 


ginning of the Canon, were to be us'd (a). And. do 


beſeech me not to ſplit the Canon (5) ; tho! every 
one will ſee (whether you do or not) that it na- 
turally falls into wo Parts, as widely differing from 
ach. other, as I have repreſented 'em to the World. 
Tour pert Reflections as if I never conſider d or un- 
lerſlood the Words of the Canon (c); I leave to the 


Ground to uſe you as I did, upon this Occaſion (q): 
Surely you mean, that I had not the leaſt, but what 
Jras much more. than ſo. And the Reader will be 

ready to conclude, you forgot your ſelf, when you 
(who write ſo much in Haſt) adviſe me to think ſo 
ung upon what I write for the future, as that no- 


: Jou add, that the very beſt of the Non-Conformiſts are 
0 


rt Way Reſpect, for being your Brethren, m. 
') MW Your Second Inftance relates to the Senſe of the 


the Book or Index, I ſhall wave; *till you give me 
Occaſion to confider afreſh the Argument you have 
{0 Wirawn from that Paſſage of Chryſoſtom. 3 


e 


c) p. 64. (e) Lid. 


can find it, Sir, in this Part of the Canon; T'll be 
content you ſhowd charge me with bold Falſbood, 


Reader's Cenſure. When you ſay, I had not the leaſt 


ming of this Kind may eſcape me (e). And when 
tuch inferiour to a very great Number of your Bre- | 


Iren in every Reſpe#: tho! I never ſaid the contra- 
y, yet few will think they are much the better, in 


Word gi xe, which ſince it is neither charg'd upon 
I du as Prevarication, Forgery, nor bold Falſhood, in 


on The Third relates to the Advice of good Chryſoſtom 5 
(a) Letter, p. 60. (b) Lid. p. GT, (o). Ibid. p. 63. 5 


to 
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p. 73. (d). Lid. P- 73, 8 


to his Flock, that when their Minds had wander'd 
in Prayer, they ſhou'd immediately repeat the Petiti- 
on over gain, &c. (a). Now it did, and ſtill does 


appear ſo plain to me (various Ways) that he here | 


had an Eye to their ſolitary Prayers; that I did in- 
deed exyreſs my ſelf with a little (perhaps too much) 
Warmth, when 1 found you expreſly. call this [ze 


Prayer ſaid in the Church.\ (b). But by the Way, I 
did not (tho' the Indem does) expreſly call it Preva- 


rication. And you your (elf are now forc'd to grant, 


that ſome Things which he here ſays touching Pray- 
er, do plainh relate to ſolitary Prayer (c): Vet before 
We cou'd hear nothing of this from you. Nay, 
you ſtill pretend, that this Advice of Chryſoſtom's | 
muſt relate to the Publick Church-Prayers : to ſup- 
port this, you argue from the Mention he before 


made of ysyouguydt c and from the Word ama. 
olle in the Paſſage it {elf referr'd to. And becauſe 
this looks more like Argument than any thing in 


your whole Letter beſides, I ſhall diſtinctly reply to 


it. And 1. Chryſoftom does at the 25th Line of that 
Page begin to draw the Inference you ſpeak of, where. 


in there is Mention made of the yevouugutras cya (d): 
but I ſee not how it can thence be concluded, that from 
thence forward he muſt needs be underſtood of the 


_ Church- Prayers, eſpecially while you your ſelf are forc'd 


to own, he had been ſpeaking of ſolitary Prayers juſt 
before. I readily allow you, that verouwurudves evyat | 


fignifies the Prayers appointed, or if you will enjoin'd 


by Law; but why, I beſeech you, Sir, muſt that 
Law be the Rule laid down by the Church? what 


ſhou'd hinder, but it might be God's Law laid down 


in the Scriptures? 1 find the Lord's-Prayer it ſelf he 


elſewhere calls yy mv verouurutmy (e). And where- 
as you n. that Chryſoſtom ſpeaks in another 
Place, of Prayers that were enjoin'd by the Laws of ihe 


Church [a Tis Exxanoies viyer|: You might have ob- 
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ſew'd, that Chryſoſtom does not uſe that Phraſe, in 
the Senſe of the later and yet more corrupted 
Ages: but thoſe which he calls the Church's Laws, 
vere the Rules or -Precedents laid down in Scrip- 


Paſſage you refer to (a), call em the Old Law that 
from Heaven was ordain d for the Church: and in 
Evidence that it was ſo, he inſtances the Apoſtle 


Beſides, where he ſpeaks expreſly of thoſe Laws of 


os | how does it appear, that the Cuſtom or Rule 


e 


. (Þ ww 99 


we 


4 King, amidſt all the vaſt Cares as well as Plea- 
t IM fires of a Court, cou'd find Leiſure for his extra- 
t ordinary Devotions, that were out of Courſe >: He 
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nN vH Homil. II. in 2 Cor. P. 553 


we: To this Purpoſe he did a few Lines before the 


Prul's Thankſgiving for the Romans, the Corinthians, & o. 


the Church, he does not ſay, that any particular ſta- 
ted Forms of Prayer were appointed or enjuin'd by 
thoſe Laws or Rules: but only in general, that they 
did oblige em to pray for the Catechumens, as well as 
for the faithful (b): And this is no more than what 
may be truly ſaid of the Scripture Rules themſelves. 
nce more, when he mentions the | ms revourutvas 


(or whatever you wowd call it) does fix the very 
Prayers themſelves, the Expreſions, or even the Method 
or Matter of em? Why may it not refer meerly 
to the Seaſon of em? And this, I apprehend to be 

the plaineſt and moſt natural Senſe; and every 
Way moſt agreeable to the Context. Holy David, 

he had obſerv'd before, did diſcharge that Duty 
to God, not only in the Day-Time, but alſo in the 
Nght-Seaſon: nay, even at Mid-mght, he roſe from 
his very Bed to do it: Now, if he, who was a great 


apprehended thoſe who had much leſs Care and more 
Leiftire upon their Hands, were juſtly to be reprov'd, 
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that did not pray with due Watchfulneſs and Fer- 
vour, at the common and appointed. Seaſons, that js 
as I apprehend him, Morning and Evening, But this! 
is ſo tar from proving, that their Prayers (of which 
he, here ſpeaks) were preconipos de that I cannot yet 
find, he has ſo much as chang'd the Subject of 

his Diſcourſe, or that we now muſt underſtand him 
to ſpeak of the Publick, or Church-Prayers, 


And 2. Whereas you add, that there are ſome Cir. 
cumſtances in the Advice it ſelf which Chryſoftom | 
here gives, from whence you conclude that he muſt 
needs mean the Church-Prayers ; and particularly lay 
great Streſs upon the Word [&yAfJouer] to this Pur. 
Poſe: I cannot fee where the Force of this Argu- 
ment lies. Iis true, he ſays they went away : but 
does he ſay, that they went away from the Church? or 
may not this be ſaid when a Man has ended his 
fecret Devotions, and leaves his Cloſet, as well ag 
when he goes. home from Church ? So that I am at | 
2 Laſs to know what this unlucky | 4myaJauey] will | 
do far you: nor can I gueſs why you call it an un- 
lucky Word, unleſs it was e (While you was to 
lay your main Streſs upon it) you yet happen'd to | 
leave it out of your large Quotation (a); as well as 
I (who, you are ſenſible had no Purpoſe to ſerve by 
it) left it, out of my ſhorter one. 2 
The Fourth Inſtance relates to the Prayer which the 
Initiated knew (b). And here again, tis the Index, 
and not the Book, that charges you expreſly with 
Prevarication - tho' I muſt confeſs, I did greatly 
_ ſuſpe& ſomewhat here that was not Over-fair. The 
Caſe was this; Chryſoſtom, upon a certain Occaſion, } 
tells us, that the Congrepation utterd aloud what 
the Initiated knew dn l,, 61 wewnus vor. | This you 
Offer the World as Evidence, that the Chriſtians did 
(in bis Days) join in other precompos'd ſet Forms 
Freſides the Lord's-Prayer, 8c. and whereas you had 
(in the very next Paragraph) Occaſion to quote 
Cyrñ ſoſtom again, you leave out a Paſſage that wou'd 
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s T thought) have made it probable, he inten- 
ed only the Lord's-Prayey here; tho you recite the 
mmediately foregoing Words, and thoſe that at a 
mall Diſtance follow after. This Omiſſion I did, 
md ſtil! do think has no good Appearance with 
t: tho' you your ſelf do beſt know, whether you 


Jonceal'd it from the Reader here, leſt it ſhou'd too 


dainty tell him what Prayer it was that the Initiated 
A : „ ves | | 
What you now pretend, that you judg'd this 

laſſage foreign to the Purpoſe (a), does not at alf 
end to remove the Suſpicion : If your Purpoſe was 
not to find out what then was the Truth of the 
jt, but by all Means poſſible) to perſuade the 
World, they did join in other precompos'd Forms ge- 


ſupoſe : nay, perhaps more than fo, diametrically _ 
ppoſite to it. I hope you did not therefore ap- 
pebend, it might be beſt ſpard (bh 

Nor will it be ſuffictent to plead in your Ex- 
eaſe, that I my ſelf own, We are only left to gueſs. 
chat that Prayer was, and cannot nom come at any 


Ding of abſolute Certainty in the Point (c): for tho? 


the Words which you omitted, wowd not clear the 
Matter fo far as to make it abſolutely certain yet if 
they only give ſome Light into it, ſo far as to make 
t probable, it was the Lord's-Prayer (which was all 1 
intended when J ſaid they won d have clear'd the Matter) 
they ought ſurely to have been laid before the Reader. 
But when you add, that both that Paſſage of 
Wyſoftom, and that of Theadorit, are wholly foreign to 
the Matter under Debate, and that you have demon- 
rated em to be ſo (d) e J muſt confeſs it wou'd have 


Wliupriz'd me, Sir, 1f I had not been now pretty well 


quainted with you, and your Demonſtrations. We are, 
ou know, enquiring after a certain Prayer that was 
wd at the Ordination of the Clergy, of which 
Uryfoftom, (to conceal it from the Catechumens) in 
i popular Diſcourſe, . only tells us, that it was what 
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(a) Letter, . Bt. 


the 


les the Lord's-Proyer; it was indeed foreign to your = 


the Initiated knew. 1 ſuppos'd he might bereby 


Lord's-Prayer ad mo :] and a little after calls 


after, tells us expreſly, they did not teach this Prqpey 


treated of it (a) in his Sermons; I am content to 
leave it with the Reader, whether it be not proba- 


_ caſions, when the Catechumens were not allow'd to; 
be preſent, and that this might be the very Prayer 


Prayer that the Initiated knew. 
Head, relates to a pretended Demonſtration, that the 


ver join'd in Extempore. Prayers. When I had ex- 
_ ©* ſuch thin Sophiſtry mix'd with meer Forgery upon 


is to be found: (whether it was unjuſt We fhall 


of hard Names, of Noiſe and Clamour, of Calumny and 
Reproach (b). The Sophiftiy 1 charg'd you with, tho 
thin as to be eaſily ſeen thro', yet was too groſs 
(I am perſuaded) to eſcape the Eye of the judici- 
ous Reader: and what you offer once and again (c) 
to banter and expoſe the  Epithet, you had much 
better have let alone: for it only expoſes your Ig- 
-N0rance in the moſt common Terms of the Schools 


Vit is none of Mr. Bennet's Talent, tho' he has 


ch Letter, 5. 85. (b) Did. P. 199. (6) Lit . 
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mean the. Lord's-Prayer. And to make this appeat 
probable, I obſerv'd that Chryſoſtom himſelf elſewhere] 
told Us, the Catechumens were not entruſted with the 


it that awful Prayer which they were debarr'd or di- 
ven away from, And that Theodorit, a few Year 


to thoſe that were not initiated [s Tus dwiss NN gy. 


e.] So that tho this Prayer was not cut out « 
their Bibles, nor their Ears ſtopp*d when the Peaches 


ble, that this Prayer was us'd on thoſe ſolemn Oc- 


which Chryſoſtom then meant, when he ſpoke of the 
The laſt Inſtance, you complain of under this 
Apoſtles and others, in the Two firſt Centuries, ne 


pos'd the «Weakneſs of it, as I apprehended it de- 
ſerv'd, I did indeed adviſe you © no more to put 


the World tor Demonſtration. - And I am at a Loſs 
to know where the ſo great Severity of this Chargg 


ſee by and by:) But why do you upon this cry out 


at the ſame Time that it alſo plainly ſhews, that 


36, and again, P. 109. 


z ſtrong Inclination to be dabling in it. But *tis 
the Charge ot Forgery, meer Forgery, that you are 
moſt uneaſie under. Alas, good Man, what's the 
Matter with you ? Has any one wrong'd you? Yes, 


eat Diſorder, and fill'd your Head with frightful 
Frntoms ; You ſeem to be diſturb'd, juſt as Children 
are, with raw Head and bloody Bones, when there is no 


God's Truth (a): that *tis a black Charge, under which 
you ought not to be ſilent, &o. (b) But Sir, who- 
ever dreſs'd up my Charge in thoſe dreadtul Shapes, 
J and put you under diſmal Apprehenſions of a Pil- 
lory, and I know . not what beſides 5 have really 
wrong'd both you and me, For I can aſſure you, 


or Quotations, produc'd, or pretended to be produc'd 


fore poſlibly be underſtood of ſuch Forgery as you 


cies of your own, the meer Creatures or Forgerie: 


but only with a fruitful j 
Judgment : and this, Sir, I hope is no Capital Of- 


for it (4). 


— tht. 


(a) Letter, b. 152. (b) 1b id. P · 151. (0 
r h Er ns 
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it ſeems, ſome Perſon or other has put you into a 


real Danger near em: I perceive you have been told 
that this Charge of Fogery, does neceſſarily imply a 
deliberate Malice, and a ſettled Reſolution to oppoſe 


I had no ſuch Meaning in it. That Charge of Forgery, 
you may obſerve, does not relate to any Teſtimonies, 


from others but to certain Propoſitions, or Princi- 
ples which you had your (elf laid down, in order 
to ſupport your Demonſtration. It cowd not there- 


did imagine: All I did or. could intend by it; 
was that the Principles you there laid down, were 
what had no real Ground, or Foundation in the 
Nature of things; but were meer Fictions or Fan- 


of your own Brain: and what I therefore had be- 
fore calld, weak and precarious Principles. So that 
herein you ſee, I did not charge you with baſe and 
odious Crimes; with a profligate Conſcience, &c. (c) 
3 and a weak 


fenee 3 no ſuch exceeding heinous and provoking Im- 
putation, as that a Man muſt needs go down up- 
on his Knees, to ask Pazdon of God and the World 


ad. Me ett os ao. 264. — — — k 


Ibid. p. 
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Well, but it ſeems you are not only une; 
under the ſuppoſed Charge, but reſolv'd alſo to juft; 5 
and abide by your Demonſtration. And if you will 
do it, who can help it? tho! if you had any one 


wiſe Friend in the World, that you wou'd hearkey | 
to, I am apt to think you wou'd hardly ever have 
attempted it. But thus you begin: My Taragraph, 


Sir, I flill dare not only to acknowledge, but even to 


repeat and juſtify (a). To acknowledge that it was yours, | 


is what you was oblig'd to do, as an honeſt Man: 


it was indeed ſomewhat daring, to venture to repeat 


it; tho' if you did not now and then quote very 
liberally from your ſelf, you cou'd hardly ſwell 
your Books to their preſent Size; and then it may be, 
the Copies wou'd not be altogether ſo beneficial 
to you. But that you alſo dare to juſtify it, ſhews 
there is hardly any thing that you dare not do. 
Here therefore I am ready to attend ou. 


And 1. Whereas I had ſaid, this Demonſtration of 
yours was built upon very weak and precarious Prin- 
ciples You defire to be excusd, if you don't impli- 
citly rely on my Judgment: and beg me to ſhew what 


thoſe Principles are, and that they are weak and pre- | 


carious (a). And yet cou'd immediately quote my 
Words, which do at once ſhew both what thoſe 
Principles were, and that they were as I had repre- 

ſented 'em; and conſequently, that I neither expe- 
cted you, nor any other Reader to rely: upon my 


Judgment in the Caſe. And when you had recited | 


my Words, which ſhew all you ask'd for; and pre- 
tend to cenſider, or as you call it, take em in Pie- 
ces you never once pretend, either that 20e Prin- 
ciples I mention, (or any of 'em) are none of yours; 
or offer the leaſt Grounds to ſupport them, or any 
one of 'em. But only cavil with me for having 


ſaid at firſt, that they were what you plainly begp'd, | 
and preſuwd, that We. wou'd grant you: And atter- | 


wards, that you wou'd put em upon Us, as if they 
were either already provd, or elſe ſo ſelf- evident as 7 
8 —. 3 1 i E 6 8 


. | (a) Letter, p. 87. 8 TS ne Dy 
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wed no Proof. As if there was ſome ſtrange Inconſi- 

fency in theſe Expreſſions (a). What do you mean Sir ? 
bo you not know, thgt- all kind of Diſputants have 
igreed to uſe theſe Terms promiſcuouſly; and that 
ty both, or either of theſe Forms of Speaking, they 
plainly mean, that the Propoſitions referr'd to, are 
ſuch as have no where yet been prov'd? If you knew 
not this, you are (to be ſure) wonderfully acquain- 
ted with the Methods of Diſputation : If you did, 
nd yet cou'd talk at this Rate; it ſhews, you are 

preſs'd to that Degree, as to talk downright Non- 
ſenſe, that is out of the Way of the common Rea-' 
55 rather than ſeem to him, to having nothing 
to Lay. | | | | TD 


1 L 2 1 75 toys 
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2. Tho! you further recite thoſe Words of mine, 
rhereby I did my utmoſt to provoke you to prove 
the Principles upon which your Demonſtration pro- 
ceeds, Or any one of en to be true: yet ſtill you 
do not in the leaſt attempt it. Nay, as if this 
+ Wvzs no Buſineſs of yours, you do your beſt (accor- 
„ aing to the Wit you have) to laugh me out of 
| Countenance, for havirig ſo much as expected it 
4 from you. What elſe can you mean, when you 
_ ay, © Mr. Robinſon challenges and hectors. Let's 
„ W ce the Vigor of your Words, Sc. (b) And 
y gain, If Saymg were Proving, and big Words wou'd 
d I paſs for Arguments, this one Paſſage wou'd con- 
- fute a thouſand Volumes. But pray, Sir, does 
, Wie. Proof here lie upon you, or me? I hope you 


don't expect, I ſhou'd vindicate your Propoſittons 
tor you, no nor ſo much as reſt ſatisfy'd in 'm; 
meerly becauſe you call the Argument they belong 
g % * Demonſtration, What then is it, that I have 
4, lere lying upon me 10 prove? But you go on, 
. Alas, Sir, your defying me and all the World, is 
ey a meer Scarecrow. As if I had given a general 
+ challenge to you and all the World; whereas I ex- 
preſly limited it to one particular Point; which tho? 
thus urg' d to it, I cannot prevail with you to 
(a) Letter, p. 88, 89. (b) Ibid. p. 89, go. 
„%o! 88 
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ready forgot what you have hitherto been doing, &c. (a), 
By which, I imagine, you wou'd be thought thus 


3. Wheteas I had further pleaded, that your De- de 
monſtrat ion alſo proceeded upon Connexions and Conſe- N 
quences that wou'd not bold, ſuppoſmg your Aſſertions WF ti1 
(or Principles laid down in it) had not been alto- c 

falle Pp b 


vhich you immediately after quote, as ſuppos'd by 
have me ſuppoſe, that you have made good every 
thing, that you undertook to prove, in all other 
Parts of your Book; that ſo this fingle Paragraph 


this what any one Man in the World, beſides Mr 


ſelves are mot impoſſible (meaning 


„% rr 


prove. You add, that you preſume I have not al. 


far in your Letter. to have done ſome mighty Feats, co 
but what they are, and where to find em, the Rea. ar 


der as well as I, by this Time will want to know. Si 


Yet after all, if you had (upon other Points) done n 


never ſo wondertul Things; ſufely that ought not Ml |: 
here to be put upon me: when 1 am calling you, MW or 


and by all Means poſſible provoking you, to give us ha 


73 ſome Proof of the Principles, upon which you build mc 


the Demonſtration now in Debate. I hope, you can- an 
not, will not, dare not ſay, that you have hitherto Ml cc 


been proving thoſe Principles to be true: and if not, th 


(fince this is what I challenge you, and all the World re: 


to do) to what Purpoſe do you tell me; of what pr 


you have bitberto been dying? 


gether You eagerly lay hold upon this Sup- 


paooſition of mine, tho* it is what I never granted. 
Nay more, you take this Opportunity to put upon 
me Principles that I never did ſo much as ſuppoſe; 
 _ ttoſe that never were inſerted into your Demonſtra- 
rion (b): as will plainly appear to any one that 


compares the Frinciples you now mention, with thoſe 


me. That is to ſay, you very reaſonably worrd| 


may ſeem to be ſomewhat to the Purpoſe. And is 
Bennet, wou'd yet call a Demonſtration. | 
4. Whereas I had argu'd, that 1 Changes Wen- 

hanges that are 


r 


( Letter, . 90. (b) Tig. p. 91. ; 


brought 
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brought about by inſenſible Degrees, &c.) then "tis im- 
poſſible to demonſirute that they never happen d (a). You 
do, in the oom ' of theſe, ſubſtitute ſuch Changes as 
cou'd not but have \been known, if they had baypen'd | 
| and then deny the Conſequence. But I beſeech you, 
Sir, what Changes Ire thoſe ? Is this particularly 
now in Diſpute, of ſuch a Nature, and ſo circum. 
ſtantiated, that whatever Changes have at any Time, 
or any where happend in relation to it, muſt needs 
have been recorded? If not, how can it ever be de- 

monſtrated, that in one or other Period, there was not 


corded. Nay, tho? it were allow'd (yet further) that 
the Changes, had any happen'd, muſt needs have been 
recorded: yet fince Hiſtorical Records are what may 
ſſibly be loſt, or deſtroy d; the meer Silence Of 
iſtory in any Caſe, will not; woly (with any con- 
fidering Reader) be allow'd tö be Demonſtrative Evi- 
dence, that no Change ever happen'd. I here wave the 
Notice of ſeveral ſtrange and unaccountable Imper- 
tinencies, becauſe I am not at Leiſure to follow 
— whenever you think fit to ſtart freſh Subjects of 
ebate. „%%% e 5 


5. At laſt you come to what I propos d, as a Nr. 
rallel to your Demonſtration e and here you are not 
willing to allow the Way of Reaſoning to be yours, 
(fince tis apply'd by me to a different Subject) un- 
leſs the Caſe upon which 1 argu'd, had been paral- 
lel to what you take yours to be (b). Now I thought 
it had been enough, if the Caſe I put was (ſo ; : 
as the Argument requir'd) parallel to what yours 
really 1; without ever imagining, that it was neceſ- 
ſary for me to know, what you took it to be, ox 
not to be. And therefore (however you may take 


ſon, be not really parallel. And thus, in ſhort, the 
Matter ſtands between uns. 


(a) Letter, 5. 93- () Ibid. p. 9. 


The 


any ſuch Change made; even tho'it ſhould not be re- | 


it) I am willing to refer it to the judicious Rea- „ 
der, whether the two Caſes, upon a juſt Compari 


Fet been prov'd true. In ſhort, Sir, tho' I am no 
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The Point you pretend to demonſtrate is an uni- 

ver ſal Negative : So alſo is what the Pagan, I only 70 
perſonated, is to undertake. Your Demonſtration | 2 
relates to the very Beginning of the Chriſtian Church: W 
as his does to the Beginning of the World, You are q 
to prove, that the Chriſtians in the firſt Ages of the 20 
Church, never us'd that Way of Praying which you pod 
call Extempore He is to prove, that Mankind in 8500 
the firſt Ages of the World, never us'd to worſhip one >. 
only God. And now where is the Diſparity ? You be 
pretend as a Difference, that the Pagan has no Pra- = 
__ etice of immediately preceding Times to argue. from, wa 
becauſe his Period is from the Beginning of the World: — 
He may reply, neither have you any properly Chri- . 
ſtian Practice in the preceding Times, becauſe your 5 


Period is from the Beginning of the Chriſtian Church, | 
If you plead, that the Suppoſition made (in Favour 10 
of Polytheiſm) touching the immediately ſucceeding 


& 


Times, is falſe: It may be reply d, that neither has H 
the SupPoſition you made (in Favour of precom- ra 
pos Forms) in the Times immediately ſucceeding, ever I 


Friend to the Cauſe of Polytheiſm and Idolatry, and - 
far from deſigning it any Kind of Service: yet I. 
dare undertake to demonſtrate, that in the Beginning 


of the World, they never publickly worſhipp'd ove M n 
only God; fo ſoon as ever you have truly demon- v 
_ ſtrated, that in the Beginning of the Chriſtian Church, | 
they never publickly pray'd Extempore. Begin when- | 4 
ever you pleaſe, I am ready to attend ob. 5. 
SECT. V. In your next Chapter, you call me 1 
to an Account for having . charg'd you with a 4] 
Couple of Blunders(a): and here again you com- a 
plain, that I have wrong'd you :grofly, and (in Spite b 
of your own plain Senſe and expreſs Words) have 1 
made you blunder, on Purpoſe to expoſe you (b), . 
Whether the Blunders are, mine, what I made for t 
Fou; or properly your own, what 1 found ready tl 
made to my Hands, will immediately appear. 


r 
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Now the firſt Charge I advanc'd againſt you of 
this Kind is, that you do perpetually confaynd 
Joint- Prayer with Publick: And Private with Solita- 
ry Prayer: As if you did not underſtand the Dif- 
| terence of the Names. And here, the true Logica? 
Way of diſtinguiſhing the Kinds of Prayer, I 
then did (and 1tiil do) conceive to be thus: Pray- 
er is either Solitary, or Social: Solitary (otherwiſe 
call'd ſecret ) Prayer, is that wherein each one 
prays alone by himſelf: Social, is that wherein a 
Perſon prays together with others. And this lat- 
ter Kind of Prayer, call'd Social or Joint-Prayer, is 
to be ſub-diſtingwſh'd into Private, or Tublicë : Pri- 
vate, may be either ſlated, with our own Families; 
or Occafional, upon ſpecial Emergencies with a few 
particular Friends: Publick, is that which is of- 
terd up to God in the Church-Aſſemblies; which 
may alſo be either ftated, at certain returning Sea- 
ſons, whether Weekly, Annually, &c. or Occaſo- 
nal, upon extraordinary Occurrences of Providence. 
He that intends to talk or write, with any tole- 
rable Meaſure of Accuracy and Clearneſs, upon 
the Subject; muſt carefully diſtinguiſh theſe ſeveral 


Kinds of Prayer, at leaſt in his own Mind. But 


Mr. Bennet, I am afraid, underſtands as little of 
the true Method of diſtinguiſhing, as he does the juſt 
Nature of Definitions and Demonſtrations. For you 
fall ſeem reſolv'd to go on in your confus'd 
Way of talking: Nay, as if you was incurable, | 
you will by all Means, have me to be the Blun- 
derer: Becauſe I cannot be content to blunder as 
—_ Ed op el no” 
But is there then no Medium, between Publick 
and Solitary Prayer? Yes, Sir, you do your {elf 
allow it in Effect, by diſtinguiſning between Pray- 
er that is more or leſs Publick: Which would have 
been tolerable, had we not been provided with 

a proper and well known Term, whereby to 
expreſs that which is leſs publick: And which at 
the ſame Time has a fixed Idea belonging to it, 
that does at once diſtinguiſn it from what is 
Publick, and from what is Solitary : Arid that Fa 
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(as I ſaid before) Privace Prayer. And that you had 


contbunded that Kind of Prayer, ſignified by this 
middle Term, with both the other Sorts 3 was what 
1 expreſly took Notice of: So that it was not a 
ſingle, but a double Blunder, that I did and ſtill 
do here blame you for. Family-Prayer was what 
I inſtanc'd in; which tho' tis not Publick, yet 
neither is it Solitary, Not Solitary, becauſe at 
leaſt two or more juin in it: Yet not Publick 
neither, unleſs you will alſo confound Private Pa. 
ſons, aud thoſe who have a Publick Character; the 
Affairs of a particular Family, and thoſe of the Pub. 
lick, &c. For the Grounds of the Diſtinction are 
alike, and 'tis equally apt in one Caſe as in the 
other. However I am glad you now own, that 
| Foint-Prayer cannot reaſonably be confin'd to thoſe 
offer d up in Church- Aſſemblies (a): Which I chuſe 
to call Publick Prayers. But when you add, that 


you never ſo confind it: And challenge me to nd 
the Place, if I can, You ſeem ſtrangely to 


have forgot your ſelf. This is what plainly 


runs thro! your Book, and thro? every Part of 


it; unleſs you can nicely diſtinguiſh between a 
Congregatim and a Church-Aſembly. When you 


explain your firſt Propoſition, (viz. that the ancient 


Jews, Our Savior, and bs Apoſiles, and the Primitive 
Chriſtians never join'd in any Prayers, but precomposg'd 
ſet Forms only :) do you not wave the Conſideration of 
what you call their private Prayers, 1n which they 


did not join with others: and * tell us, that 
bey bore a Part wit) 
others, in the common Worſhip of a Congregation, 


all you now pretend to it, that when 1 


they never join'd in any Prayers but ſuch (a). If this 
is not to confine your ſelf to the Prayers, that they 
caſter' d up to God in Church-4ſemblies, 1 cannot un- 
derſtand plain Engliſh. And what mean you, in 
' Your next Propoſition, when you ſay, of the Forms 


in which they join'd, that they were ſuch as the 


reſpeFive Congregations were accuſtom'd to, &. Does 


it not ſhew, that you wou'd have us underſtand 


q) Letter, 2. 111. (ö) Brief Hiſt. 5. th the. 


you} 
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you of their - joining with thoſe Congregations ? In 
ſhort, if you wou'd not have your very Title Nge, 
and a great Part of your Book paſs tor meer Non- 
ſenſe; you muſt own, that by Joint-Prayers, you 
meant only Church-Prayers. But I am weary of 
gd multiplying Words in ſo plain a Cafe. 
| There is ſtill behind another Blu under, which I hap- 
ren'd to take Notice of; and that was your con- 
founding one ſingle Form, with diverſe Forms: but 
you ſay, ths horrid Blunder is a downright Falſifi- 
cation of your expreſs Words : and that I bade mau- 
gled your Words on Purpoſe to expoſe you (2). But 
why ſo angry, Mr. Bennet? This is not the firſt 
Blunder you ever made: and I dare engage it will 
not be your laſt, it you go on to indulye this 
Scribling Humour of yours. And therefore be eaſy, 
Sir, you know 'tis but a ſmall Matter (b). But 
ſmall as it is, I never wou'd nor durſt have rither'd 
it upon you, if it had not really been your own. 
And why ſhou'd you now diſown it? Do you not 
begin and end your Account of the Practice of the 
Apoſtles with one ſingle Inſtance of a Form of Pray- 
er! Do you ſo much as pretend to produce any 
more | yet did you not at firſt undertake to ſhew, _ 
that (beſides the Lord's-Prayer and Pſalms) they 
join'd in diverſe precompos'd ſet Forms! Read your 
| own Words again, Tie plain that they (the Apoſtles 
aud our Lord's other Diſciples, of whom you had been 
ſpeaking throughout that Paragraph) usd precompos'd 
ſet Forms in their Chriſtian Aſſemblies, during the Re- 
mainder of their Lives; as all their Fellow Chriſtians 
alſo did in the following Ages (c). This (you add) 1 
' ſhall make appear: This: What, I pray? Why that 
| the - Apoſtles aud our Lord's other Diſciples did uſe 
precompos'd ſet Forms, & c. And how will you make 
it appear? Why, from their joining in the Uſe of 
the Lord's- Prayer, and in the Uſe of Pſalms, and in 
the Uſe of diverſe precompos'd ſet Forms of Pray- 
er. beſides theſe. They (i. e. the Apoſtles and our 
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VCC 
Lord's other Diſciples) did all this; as all their Fel- 


low Chriſtians alſo did in the following Ages. 


This is the Natural Senſe of your Words, it I can 
underſtand them. Tis not they us'd one Jingle Form, 
and the Chriſtians of after- Ages others; and fo 


they, and thoſe of after-Ages put together us'd di- 


terſe Forms: but they themſelves us'd diverſe Forms, 


as alſo did their Fellou-Chriſtians in after Times, 
So that unleſs you can make one and diverſe to 


te Terms of the ſame Signification and Extent, the 


Blunder is ſtill chargeable upon you as your own, 


8 ECT. vl. Yet as if you had now fully cleard 
Four ſelf, you are (it ſeems) at Leiſure to attack 


me. And the ft Thing, you have thought fit to 


Tall upon is a Paſſage of mine, touching the Au- 


thor of the Tract de Spiritu Sando, This Tract you 


had attributed to Bafil : whereas I did firſt only very 


much ſiſpe# that it was ſpurious (a); upon a fur- 


ther View Mr. Coke's Arguments (it ſeems) did ap- 
Pear (to me) wnanſwerable (b); and at laſt being 
fully ſatisfy'd in the Caſe, 1 have ventur'd to riſe 
vet higher, and call it a notorious Forgery (c). Now 
this Method of Proceeding, is what every careful Wri- 
ter ſurely will purſue : to ſpeak more modeſtly at firſt; 
and then to riſe in his Expreſſions, as his Evidence 
grows upon him. I hope you did not intend, that 
the Mention you here made of it, ſhou'd turn to 
my Reproach 5 tho' it is, I muſt confeſs, very 
_ widely differing trom the Way that is uſual with _ 
_ Ar. Bennet: and therefore might ſeem ſomewhat 


| ftrange to you. 


Tract, cou'd nat be the true Bal; becauſe in the 


Mention of Neletius's Teſtimony, he ſpeaks of him 
as of one that had liv'd and dy'd ſeveral Years 

before. Now the Force of the Argument is this, 
A Perſon that was MAleletins's Contemporary, that 
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Hut to proceed to the Paſſage it (elf. | 1 had, after 
the learned Mr. Coke, argu'd that the Author of that 


h Review, 2. 194. () 1bid. P. 195. (O) Ilid. p. 
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Mr. T. Bennet. 43 
« was ordain'd by him, that was his Familiar Friend, 
that oft correſponded by Letters with him, aud 
“ that dy'd about three Years before him cou'd ne- 
ver ſpeak of Meletiw as this Writer does: But 
“the true .Baſil was his Contemporary, and Fami- 
„ har, &c. Therefore the true 57 cou'd nut be 
„this Writer. You own' the Minor Propoſition 
entirely, viz. that the true Bafil was this Meleti- 
1s Contemporary, his Familiar, &c. and that he 
dy'd before his Friend Melerius. But ſtill think he 
might ſpeak of Meletius as this Writer does. What! 
cou'd the true Baſi that dy'd firſt, ſpeak of Ae- 
letius, as one that had liv'd and dd ſeveral Tears 
before his Time! No (ſay you) the Author of thus 
Tra does not ſo ſpeak of him: and to make this 
appear, you give us 2 Tranſlation of that Author's 
Words, vaſtly differing from that which (atter the 

great Eraſmus) I had ventur'd upon. The only 

Point here in Queſtion between us is, which is the 
true Tranſlation. If mine be, you expreſly own my 
Argument is really unanſwerable (a). And notwithſtan- 
ding your poor pedantick Exception to it, with 
which you ſet out at fiſt; that eva; is of the pre- 
fent Tenſe, | which yet you cannot (ſure) but know, 
1s by all Kind of Authors frequently us'd, in ſpeak- 
ing of things that were long before ſaid or done:] 
You do at laſt offer to compound the Matter; and 
ſeem willing to admit the Words are capable of 
my Senſe, as well as yours, But then you add, that 
nothing leſs than the abſolute Neceſſity of my Tran - 
flation can ſupport my Argument (5). Well Sir, if 
that will ſatisfy you, I am prepar'd to prove, that 

, my Senſe of the Words is abſolutely neceſſary. And 
here, I ſhall wholly wave the Mention of the great 
Authorities, which I have for my Tranſlation : tho! 
cannot but obſerve to you, that in a Point of 

- Criticiſm, or the rendring of an ambiguous Phraſe, the 
Judgment of ſuch Men as Eraſmus, carries another 
Kind of Weight with it; than it does, or ought 
to be allow'd, where Conſcience is directly con- 
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cern'd, So that when - you wou'd make the twy 
Caſes Parallel, IJ ſuppoſe you intend to convince 
the World, that your Skill in Caſuiſtical Divinity is 
much about the ſame Size, with what you have 
mewn in Logick and the Mathematicks. Nor ſhall 
J inſiſt upon he Epithet, [ wy] here apply'd to 
Aleletins; tho? I do not remember; that ever I obſerv'q 
it to he apply'd to any Perſon, while he was ſtill 
among the living. Nor ſhall I argue from the Com- 
pany with whom he is here rank'd, ſuch as Clemens 
Romanus, Irengus, Dionyſius Alexandrinus, Origen and 
Gregory Thaumaturgus, who were all Perſons of an- 
cient Standing, at that Time, in the Church. But 
what I lay the principal Streſs upon, is the im- 
mediately following Words [Ka n qe mt mag 
Ada ;] But why (ſays he) do T ſpeak of what was done and 
ſaid in ancient Times? And then he proceeds to tell 
us, how it was among thoſe that were zhen livin 


both in the Eaftern and Weſtern Parts of the World. 


Now can any thing be plainer, than that he ſpeaks 


of Meletius, as one who was (at that Time) a Per- 


ſon that had liv'd in ancient Days: and of his 
Teftimony, as What had very particular Weight, 
upon that Account? And cowd this have been 
done by a Man that was Contemporary with him, 


that was ordain'd by him, that was his intimate 


Familiar and Acquaintance, that as ſuch oft correſ- 
ponded by Letters with him, and (to add no more) 


that dy'd ſeveral Years before him; as you your 


ſelf allow the true Baſil did ? 


And now Sir, I am very willing to refer it to 


any Man that underſtands Greek, whether the Tran- 


flation (upon which my Argument was built) be not 


juſt and true, and ſuch as the Words do not only 
admit, but even require: whether it be not (as you 


require) abſolutely neceſſary ; and whether my Argument 
from thence, to prove that Tract (in Part at leaſt) 
| ſpurious, does not yet remain in its full Force; 


after all that you have offer'd to invalidate it. 


And if Meletius therefore was really murder'd (a); 
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(for I am not aſham'd to own, I cannot tell 


whether he was, or not:) I hope however, jt will 
be allow'd, that I had no more Hand in it; than 
you had in the Murder of Julius Ceſar (a). But 


what Apology will you now make tor your (elf 
to the World! Is this your Way of ſhewing my 
Argument to be inconcluſive (b)? and do you ever 
expett, that this ſhou'd” convince my Reader, that it 
has nothing of Strength in it (e)? Had you really 


any juit Ground for your after-Triumphs upon 


this Occaſion? I hope by this Time you are ſa- 
tisfy'd, that I had ſome Reaſon for the Aſſurance 


with which 1 ſpake upon this Head: that I did 


not proceed upon a groſs Miſtałe, much leſs did I 
bluſter upon the groſſeſt Miſtake, as you ſay I did: 


and that the Folly and Weakneſs (d) which you have 


diſcover'd, is your own, Sir, and none of mine, 


- SECT. VII. Your next Attempt is, to expoſe my 
Want of Skill in Ecclefiaſtical Antiquity (e): To this 


Purpoſe, you have furniſh'd out an entire Chapter, of 


above 12 Pages. And can you really think, this was 
worth your while. Yet as if this had not been 
enough, you afterwards tell me, that I am ignorant of 
ſuch Matters to ſuch a Degree, as one wou'd think im 
poſible, in a Perſon that had but barely dipt into em (f). 
And what ſhow'd be the Reaſon of all theſe Refle- 
ctions? Have I any where made Pretenſions to ex 
traordinary Skill that Way? No, Sir, I do aſſure 
you, I could never find that ſtrong Senſe, or good 


Learning in either the Councils or Fathers, as wou'd 


invite me to ſpend much of my Time in em. 
And when I have now and then, at Leiſure Hours, 
dipt into em: I have frequently been ready to 

| bewail the Time as loſt, that has been ſo employ'd. 

1 do allow, there may be ſume good Uſe made of 
em, in an Hiſtorical Way: but I really pity thoſe 
that read em as Expoſitors of Scripture 3; or to form 


O Letter, p. 16, (b) Eid. p. 118. () Did. p. 
120. (d) Thid. P- 157, 158. (e) Ibid, Chap. XVI. 
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as: ALETTER to 
their Notions by tm either in Poſitive, Controxer- 
fal, ox Caſuiſtical Divinity. I am not aſham'd to 
own, that many a Time, when I have been quite 
tir'd with the Reading of ſome, and thoſe (it may 
be) the more ancient of 'em too; I have bleſs'q 
God upon my bended Knees, that I had ſuch Au- 


thors to converſe with as Bates, and Howe, and 


Chaynock, or even Baxter, and Manton, &c. whom you 
fo much deſpiſe. And now therefore to be ſure, 
I am as ignorant as you cou'd wiſh Nor do you 
need to wonder, that my Attainments in this Kind 
of Learning do not exceed even Mr. Baæter's, or Mr. 
 Clarkfon's : nay, tho! you ſcorntully mention their; 
as the very loweſt Meaſure, with which to humble 


we; yet I do aſſure you, I ſhou'd be proud of either 


of their Attainments. And no Wonder while thoſe 
who are equal Judges with the admirable Dr. Maurice 


bimſelt, I am apt to think will ſay, that their 


Meaſure of Skill in theſe Things, is what even 
Mr. Bennet (conceited as he is) will hardly ever reach. 
And now, I hope, you have your End, Sir, I 
own my Ignorance in theſe Things: I am as 1g- 


norant as Mr. Baxter, or Mr. Clarkſon : nay, I free- 


1y confeſs (beyond all that you ſeem to ſuſpe&) 
that I am yet more ignorant than they. But what 


then! Does this at all concern the Argument be- 


tween Us? I never knew, or imagin'd, that to be 
the Point in Debate; whether I had any Skill, or what 
Meaſure of Skill 1 had in Ecclefiaſhical Aniiquity ? 
Why do you therefore ſtart a new Subjzt of De- 


bate? The more ignorant I am, the greater ſurely 


' 28 your Advantage, and your Conqueſt will be the 


ceaſier. When therefore the Reader finds, that in- 


ſtead of a Reply to the main Arguments in my 
| Review, you are fain to make Uſe of ſuch Shitts 
as theſe; he will be ready to conclude, there is 
ſomewhat elfe in it, that grieves you much more 
than wy Ig norance does: and that how ignorant 
ſoever I am, Mr. Bennet is not the fitteſt Perſon in 


tbe World to reproach me with it. 


But aiter all how does it appear, that T am fo 
very 2 norant in Eccleſiaſtical Autiquity? Why, it 


ſeems, | 


OY 
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ſeems, I had pretended to offer ſome Conſiderations 
that might a little weaken the Authority and Eſteem 


of the Council of Laodicea: For Inſtance, I had ſaid, that 
that Church was in St. John's Days ignorant and luke 


urn; and that we are not ſure, they were now ſo much bet- 
Jer, as to be a fit Pattern for other Churches to imi- 


tate: That it 1s not agreed when this Council met - 
That one very ancient M S. makes no mention at all o 
it, (for it was not Dr. Pappus's having publiſn'd a 
Synodtcon; but that he publiſh'd it from a very anci- 


ent M S. that I laid the Streſs upon): And That there 


rere only 22 Biſhops at it (according to Caranza) 
phoſe Furiſdiction therefore could not reach far. ies 
Whether theſe Arguments have more or leſs of 
Strength in 'm, is what 1 am not very ſolicitous 
about : Becauſe the Point they refer to, is not material, 
in my Opinion: However, valeant quantum valere 
poſſunt. But when you have taken em to Pieces, 
and made em lock as ridiculous as you can; I am 
at a Loſs to know, how the Reader will by this 
judge of my Skill in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, Unleſs 
you your ſelf could have told us, with Certainty, 
that they were grown better in that Part of the 
World, than they had been in St. John's Days: 
Unleſs you could have fix d the determinate Time 
when this Council met: Unleſs you could either 
have prov'd, that Dr. Pappus's M S. does mention 
this Council; or at leaſt, that 'tis not a very anci- 
ent One: Unleſs you could aſſure us, that there 
were more than 22 Biſhops preſent there, and who. 
they were, and how far their Juriſdiction did ex- 
tend; whatever there might be defective in the Ar- 
guments, it cannot properly be call'd Ignorance ix 
Ecclefiaftical Antiquity: Or if it be, thus far (at 


leaſt) Mr. Bennet appears to be as ignorant as I. 


But the main Proof of my Ignorance, is that! 
apprehended the Biſpops met in that Council to have 
been groſly ignorant and ſuperſtitious: So dangerous a 
thing is it, to animadvert in the leaſt, upon the moſt 
apparent Follies of Councils and Fathers] If every 
thing they did, or determin'd to be done, be not 
tor that very Reaſon adinir'd and zeverenc'd: If a 
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Man do but heſitate in the Caſe; and tell the World, 
that he finds ſuch Weakneſſes with them, as proves 
them to have been ut Men; at leaſt, if he do but 
_ Infinuate, that they were not the very wiſeſt Men 
in the World; his Reputation 1s all 1mmediately | 
forfeited to the Church: And there are always (ſuch BE 
little Officers as Mr. Bennet in Readineſs, to ſeize 
tor the Church's Tſe, or at leaſt in the Church's Name, 
It this be not ſo, what can be the Meaning of it, 
that J am thus us'd? Have I ſaid any thing worſe 
than this concerning em? ttis true, I have inti- 
- mated that, in ſome Matters, they were ignorant and 
ſuperſtitious: Yes, grofly ſo, if you repreſent me 
right. But how? &Þ grofly ignorant and ſoper- 
ſtitious, as that no wiſe or good Man will ſurely pay 
much Deference to their Determinations: And ſo, as 
p that for my own Part, I ſhall hardiy ever reverence theiy 
Judgment ſo far, as out of Reſpect to them, to fall in 
Lope with Forms of Prayer, This is very little more 
than if I had ſaid there are ſuch Appearances of Ip- 
norance and Superſtition in ſome of their Decrees, as 
do convince me they were not infallible in any F en. 
And if you pleaſe, Sir, I do allow you to ſubſti- 
tute this, in the Room of my former Way of Ex- 
JJ or od 
What ſo great Occaſion therefore was there, 
that you ſhould cry out of my Fury ; and, in a 
ſcoffing Way, beg that I would be merciful! But 
when you plead, the Reſpect that is due to Gray-Hairs, | 
and that they are my Elders: If you only mean, 
that they liv'd before me; ſo aid alſo the Fathers | 
of the Holy Council of Trent: If that the Council | 
really was compos'd of much elder, and much 
- graver Men than I am; you tell me what I did M 
not know. So ignorant was I in Eccleſiaſtical Anti- 5 
gquity] But Mr. Bennet (ſuch is his extraordinary 
Skill that Way) that to be ſure he knows the Name | 
of every Man among 'em, what Furniture each of em 
bad, and what at that Time was the Age of every 
e e nos 
The Reflections you afterwards make on Occaſi- 
on of my mentioning ſome of their Canons; 1 ** 
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not, now at leaſt, particularly examine: only give 


me Leave to tell you, uon the whole, that you 
have, greatly miſtaken my Deſign. It never was in 
my Thoughts. to criticize upon the Decrees of that 


Council, in Order to diſcover which were genuine, 
or which were ſyurious: Yet all your little, im- 
potent Reflections proceed upon this Miitake of 
yours: What I did, was barely to relate Matter of Fact, 


and then leave it with the Reader, not whether ſuch 
Practices were to be found in that Age or not; but 
whether Clergy-Men, who when they were got to- 


gether, did buſy themſelves about ſuch frivolous 
(not to ſay ridiculous) Things, could be thought 
worthy of any great Regard or not. And I am 

ſtill willing to leave it to his Judgment. Bit 
Mr. Bennet (I find) with all his Skill in Eccleſtaſtical 

Antiquity, does not yet know the Difference between 
a Critick, and a meer Hiſtorian, Elſe he wow'd ne- 
ver have pretended upon this Occaſion, to expuſe 


me as one ſtrangely qualify'd for a Critick (a): and 
ſcoffingly have call'd, what I here propos'd, zhe 


very Quinteſſence of Criticiſm, &. (b) 


SECT. VIII. In your next Chapter you endex- 


vour to expoſe me, on the Account of my Ways of 
anſwering Arguments, But if my Anſwers had really 
been what you here repreſent em to the World; 
you might with the ſame Eaſe and Expedition 
have furniſh'd out a Reply to my Book, as have 
wrote this ſcandalous Letter. The Reader therefore 
(perhaps) will want to Know, why you did not 
rather do it: But the Reaſon is plain, Mr. Bennet 


found it much eaſier to miſrepreſent and reproach my 


Anſwers, than to reply to em. And as I nevet 


expect from you a juſt and fair Reply : ſo I am 
free to tell you, that I deſpiſe all your filly ridi- 


culous Attempts, whereby you wou'd tain expoſe 
me to Contempt. RE a 


Do I anſwer you any where, by leaving out what 
I cannot anſwer (c)? Yes, Sir, you tell me ſo: but 


xx 
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where, I beſeech you? Why, you had ſaid, that 


Moſes's Song of Thankſgiving at the Red Sea, was 
a. precompos'd Form of Prayer: I allow'd that it 
was a Form, and that it was precompos'd : but ſaid 
it was rather to be calld a Song of Praiſe, than 
a Form of Prayer: by which I did not mean, that 


it had nothing of the Nature of Prayer in it; but 
that it was not ſuch Prayer as is in Diſpute. This is 


plain, from what I afterwards added in that very 


—— 


Paragraph, concerning the Practice of the Engliſh . i 


Diſſenters. And now let the Reader judge, what 1 


have left out, or what you had ſaid that was ma- 


terial upon that Point, that I have not anſwer'd. 


Again, Do I any where propoſe an Objedion agamſe 5 
an Argument, without taking any Notice of the An- 


ſwer attually given to that Ohject ion (a)? So you wou'd |; 


perſuade your Reader. Becauſe in Anſwer to the 


Charge of Obſcurity, which you had repreſented as 
unavoidable in Extempore Prayers; I had reply'd, 


that I hardly ever obſers'd an OBSCUR E Expreſſion 


zn the Prayers of our Miniſters. You ſay, tis impoſ- 


 fible, even for the moſt able Teachers, to pour forth 


EXTEMPORE Prayers, in ſuch a Manner, as that 


_ the Vulgar ſhou' d apprehend the Senſe, &c. (b) I ſay, 


J hardly ever obſerv'd ſuch an Expreſſion from any 


of 'em: I thought it wou'd have been underſtood, 
that tho' I inſtancd in what I my ſelf had heard 
(as how fhou'd I do otherwiſe) yet I did not 
barely mean, the Expreflions were intelligible to 
me; but what T judg'd wou'd be fo to the mea- 


ner Capacities. And as to the obfcure Expreſſions 


in the Liturgy, which I return'd you: I hope they 
do ſufficiently prove, that this Inperfection may poſ- 
Hbly happen in the Uſe of a precompod Form, as 


well as in an Extempore Prayer : which was all I 


** 


1 Letter 2. 147. 00 Diſe. P. 


; 106. (e) Letter, 


the 


intended by it. And what is there, I befeech you, 
in all that you have quoted from your felt (c), 

that does in the leaſt affect the Point in View 2 
Tho' the Meaning may afterwards be enquir'd out by 


Mr. T. Bennet. 51 
Ii moſt ignorant: yet that Enquiry never may be 
nade: or, in many Pariſhes in England, I dare en- 
gage, it may be made in vain, However, that it 

may need ſuch an Enquiry, ſufficiently ſnhews, that 


ohſcurity of Expreſſion is not peculiar to our Way 


Wot Praying. Which was the only Point I then had 


before me. 


— 


Recital of it, leſt it ſhou'd be nauſeous to the Reader (a)? 


ute with a Paper-Mzill, as ſpend my Time in reply- 
1 to ſuch ſorry Triflfes. 


had never wrote ?em (b). Now this, 111 my Opinion, is 


was the better Way to ſwell the Number of my 


did not uſe 4 pores bg before 'and after their 
Sermons. I wiſh now, S 


ft, p. 277, 278, 279+ 5 


Have I ſaid that your arguing upon a certain 
Point, is ſo inſufferably trifliing, that I forbore the 


Jam ſtill willing the Reader ſhou'd be Judge, whe- 
Ither I therein did you any Wrong or not. But 
do aſſure you, that (to uſe your own admirable 

Dr. Maurice's Word's) I wou'd as ſoon chuſe to diſ- 


y next Way of anſwering Arguments, is you ſay, _ 
to take no more Notice of your Arguments than if you 


much the ſame with the fte for the leaving out what 
Y / cannot anſwer, might have taken in an entire Argu- 
ment, and did not need to have been confin'd to 
Ii particular Word, or Circumſtance in it; but this 


P:culiarities. But what was it that I omitted? Id was 
(Ifind) famous Demonſtration, “ that if the Primitive 
« Chriſtians had ever join'd in the Uſe of Prayers 
* conceiv'd Extempore, between the Year CC. and 
the Vth Century, it was impoſſible, but we muſt 
* have had ſome Information of it (c). And really, 
Sir, that it was omitted, was only becauſe it 
was ridiculous. - To make even your ſelf ſenſible _ 
of this, I ſhall for a while conſider it in relation 
to another Point. Nothing can be ſurer than that, 
during this Period of Time, they either did, or 


10Ns, ir, you wou'd try the Force 

of your Argument either Way. Beſides, have we 
any where an Account of all the Biſhops and Clergy, 
(a) Letter, 0-146; (b) Ibid. p. 147. (c) Brict 5 
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during that Period, throughout the Chriſtian World? 
and of the Way in which every one of 'em did 
officiate in all Ordinances ? Has Auſtin, Socrates, or 


Sogomen given you the particular Character“ ang 


_ Qualifications of ſuch a Number of 'em; as Dr. 


Calamy has done of” the Engliſh Nonconformiſts? And 
ſuppoſing they, any of *em had been at that Time 


remarkably eminent for a Gift of Prayer, was there 


the ſame Reaſon, why it ſhou'd then have been 


__ expreſly recorded by the Brographers of that Time; 


as the Doctor had to inſert it into the Character 


of thoſe, who not only liv'd when this Subject was 


warmly controverted, a Liturgy with unparallel'd Rigor 


and Severity 1mpos'd, but theſe very Perſouis alſo were 
deep Sufferers on that account, &fc. But not to de- 


ſcend further into the Particulars of the Paſſage you 
day ſo much Streſs upon: I tell you, Sir, it 
deſerv'd no other Anſwer but a contemptuous Smile: 


For that the very Propoſition, in Proof of which 
Lit is brought, is what every one that underſtands 


either Log ick, or the Mathematicks knows, is in the 


Nature of the Thing impoſſible to be prov'd. But 


who ſo bold as they that are moſt blind? 


The laſt Way of iny anſwering Arguments, you 


ſay, is by giving you to underſtand, that you are 10 
be anſwer'd as the Devil was (a). But upon a cate- 


ful Review, you may perhaps be ſenſible ; at leaſt, 


I am ſatisfy'd, the intelligent and impartial Rea- 
cer will, that it was not any Argument of yours; 
Lut a moſt uncharitable and groundleſs Slander, to 


which I return'd that as the Anſwer, [the Lord re- 


ue thee}, Nor was it capable of any other An- 


ſwer. I appeal to all ſerious Readers, whether the | 
Nature of the Accuſation did not cali for a moſt W 
ſevere Reproof. For you to charge, as you do, 


the whole Body of the Diſſeuters, and expreſly thoſe 
among 'em who are very well dispos'd Perſons, the 


moſt pious Part of the Congregations; that they never 


do properly pray at all, but only hear the Miniſter 
pray! I beſeech you reflect ſeriouſly upon it. Can 
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| (0) Letter, 7. 14. 
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W. T. Benne. 
you think it a light Thing, thus to offend againſt ſo 
reat a Part of the Generation of God's Children? And 
his om 4 meer groundleſs Surmize. I tell you, 
Sir, all that dreadful Train of Accuſation and harſh 
Languoge of mine (as you call it) of which you {ſo 
feelingly complain (a); does not make ſuch a Devil 
of you, as you here make of your ſelf. Do you 
not here act the very Part of him, who is the Ac- 
cuſer of the Brethren ; who is a Liar, and the Father 


of Lies; and who has been a Murderer from the 


Beginning? Really, Sir, nothing ever ſhock'd me 
o much, in all my Life, as this Paragraph of yours: 
and I muſt ſtill make Uſe of the Words of the 
Arch-angel, The Lord rebuke you : *till I can learn 
a fitter Anſwer to give to your railing Accuſation. 


- SECT. IX. Your Eighteenth Chapter (being a Recapi- 
tulation of what you had ſaid before) I paſs, as 
what has already had a ſufficient Anſwer. Only 
it may not be improper to obſerve, 1. That you 
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here mention one Inſtance more, which I had ſaid 


Jook'd like a ContradiFion : and I fhll am of the ſame 
Opinion. That you, when you had mention'd it, 
take no further Notice of it; is what. the Reader 
(perhaps) will expect the Reaſon of. For that it 
was onutted meerly for Brevity Sake (b), is not ea- 
fily to be believ'd: A Letter of 200 Pages, is not 
ſo very Brief an one, but that there might ſurely 
have been Room found or made in it, for one Pa- 

ragraph upon this Head, tho? you had not allowd 


2 whole Chapter for it. 


2. Whether it be you or I that can write the 
falſeſt and unjuſteſt things in the World, 8c. (c) is 


Y what I entirely leave with the impartial Reader. 


But when you pretend, that I uſe ſuch Methods of 
anſwering as wand confute even the Bible it ſelf (d), 
methinks you treat the Bible ſomewhat rudeh, and 
do not ſhew all that great Veneration for it, which 


(a) Letter, p, 56. : (b) Ii. p. 153. (e) Ibid. p. 15 
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you. elſewhere boaſt. of (a). What then, do you 
really believe, that I or any Perſon whatſoever, by 
any kind of Methods poſfible, can confute the Rihle! 
No, Sir, if that had been poſſible, it wou m 
perſuaded, have long ſince been done. It has al- 
ready born ſuch Sort of Attacks, as wou'd* have in- 
fallibly ſunk any other Writings in the World. Do 

not therefore imagine the Reader will be affected 


with your vain Fear: He does not, I dare engage, 
diſcern. any. ſo near Affinity. between the Bible and | 


your ſorry; Seribbles : but that he can contentedly 


bear it, to ſee. your Brief Hiſtory, and Diſcourſe of 

Joint Prayer coufuted; without Apprehenſions of 
the leaſt Danger to his Bible, from the very ſame. 

Methods of anſwering, that I have any where us'd 
agagainſt you. But what Methods are they, that you | 
are ſo much afraid of? You ſay, I have us'd groſs 


 Fllifications and Omiſſions; and that I have been con- 
victed of em (bY). Falſifications, groſs Fallifications | 
what do you mean; Sir, I beſeech you, where are 


they to be found? And meer Oniftons, ſurely, will 
not neceſſarily make. any Vriter (whether inſpi1'd or 
not) gwilly of Nonſenſe, Self-ContradiFions, Forgery, 
Frevarication, Blunders, &c. If ſo, it wou'd not be 


ſo much as lawful, on any Occaſion, to quote a 


ſingle Word, or even a particular Text of Scrip- 
ture; but we muſt always recite whole Chapters at 
leaſt, if not entire Books at once, whenever we 
have Occaſion to refer to any Paſſage in em. In 
Fort, I have long thought, and (for ought I know 
to the contrary) Mr. Bennet is the only Perſon in 
the World, that will not allow, Omiſtons to be not 
Only tolerable, but even commendable, whatever Au- 


thors we are quoting from: provided thoſe Omiſ- 


ftous do not alter the | Senſe, nor any Way wea- 


ren the Force of what we are quoting from 'em. 


And if ſuch Omiſims are allowable, I am not afraid 
of the Reader's finding any other, in that Book of 


mine: 


. 


* 
, 


L 
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etter, 7. 189. (b) Ji. P. 1134. 
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- 3 You add, that I ſeem to deliver my ſelf after 
ſuch a Manner, as if the Truth of what I affert were 
inconteſtably certain (a). Now, Sir, if you mean, that 
I always expreſs my {elf after ſuch a Manner: or 
that I ever once do it, without ſufficient Ground to 


ſupport and anſwer my Expreſſions: I will ſubmi: 


to your Reproof, ſo ſoon as ever you prove your 

Charge. But if it ſhowd upon Examination appear, 
that I no where us'd ſuch Kind of Language, till I 
had carefully ſearch'd into the Matter, and was 


well aſſur'd of the Truth of what I ſaid; I hope 
it was not a Fault in me to expreſs my ſelf ac- 


cCordingly. And this I willingly refer to the care- 
J LE lf 


SECT. X. In your Nineteenth Chapter, you 1. 


are diſpleas'd at my ſuppos'd Inſinuation, as if 
your Temper was not the very beſt in the World: 


but where have I ſaid this, Sir? I did in the Paſ- 
ſage you refer to, leave Room for your Education, 


and other (unmention'd) Canſes, to bear away the 
Blame (in great Part at leaſt, if not altogether) 


from your natural Temper. Tho! Pl tell you plain- 


ty, I cannot but believe, there is ſomewhat very 
much amiſs in the Temper and Make of thoſe that 


are ſo fond of Controverſies, as you have hitherto 
appear'd. They muſt be ſomewhat differing from 
the reſt of the World about em, that can bear to 


live long in the Fire; much more thoſe that can 


live upon it, as their Food and Suſtenance, _ 


2. I did not directly charge vou, ar prepoſſeſsd 


by Intereſt; much leſs, by meer Intereſt, (as your _ 
Repreſentation of the Matter wou'd inſinuate:) but 
that the faireſt Proſpects of Advantage are on the 
Side of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, is what no Man in 
his Wits can ſo much as queſtion. How cou'd 


you therefore ſay, that if you are prepoſſeſs'd by 


len 7: , WO Dip: we 


Intereſt, tis on the Diſſenters Side (b). Whether 


your 


* 
- Þ 


-- 20 


2 ———— 
„„ 22 
n 2 


. 4 
—ůů — — — — 
ED r — 1 2 


- — IIS ves 
e=2 = 0 
— 
* hd P — 


9 1 
5 Fi 
8 = = 4 
4 N _- 
X K 4 1 2 
g „ 5 - - * „ * a — * 
na os . - 3 eto ow * * - —— — — — — es — 
- T— ——:.. es — = eden wg ar —— : 2 : 
— z - - w—— 2 — 5 - — —— Pa a as Av we 8 p — — — — ¶ — 2 oy _ ET — + > 
* N — — 8 _ — — — - 2 — — * — "6. - N = . — — ” — — ot ? 
—— — — ** = 4 . — —— em ons — 2 I 3 5 2. 


DET ˖7˖¼—.: as mw td 


= xr ONO ce, — — 


ern | 

56 ALETFER to 
your preſent Preferments be leſs or more, pray Sir, 
was you ever better ofterd among the Diſſenterg 
It will a little concern you Sir, to clear this Mat- 
ter: or elſe, whether I call it ſo or not, the World 
will be ready to reckon this Prevarication, Forgeyy, 
Falſbood, 8c. in the very worſt Senſe of thoſ 
Words. e OS: 
3. As to what I ſaid of the Diſſenters contributing 
as freely as their Neighbours, to ihoſe of the Con. 
forming Clergy, who depend upon a precarious Main. 
tenance + it is what I my ſelf know to be true, 
' ſo far as my Acquaintance reaches, here in London. 
and I do not queſtion, but (if you ſhou'd think 
it worth your while) you may eaſily be ſatisfyd 
of it, by many of the Lecturers themſelves here in 
TONE „0 


= Whereas you think it a ſufficient Apology, 
for your having engag'd, while ſo Zar un 11 Church- 
b 


Controverſies; that the Fault w ſince that Time con- 
ſiderably mended (a). J muſt take the Freedom to 
tell you, what all your wiſeſt Friends (J believe) 
do think as well as I; that to this Day you are, 


and are like to continue under the ill Effects of 


that unuſual Haſt; not only as it too far en- 
gag'd your Zeal and Honour in a Party-Cauſe, 
before you had Time to ripen and form your Judg- 
mente but alſo as it too early took you off from 
more {ſevere and uſeful Studies; and tinctur'd you 
with an Itch of Scribling, which J fear hardly ever 
will be remedied. 5 — 
When you afterwards talk of the great Rebellion: 
I hope, Sir, you do not mean by it the late glo- 
rious Recolution: and yet if this 15 not what you 
intend, tis very impertinently objected to me, 


Neither I, nor any Anceſtors of mine ever were 
in the leaſt concern'd (except as Sufferers) in the 
late Civil Wars, Yet after all, I cannot ſee, how 
they who then ſtood for the Defence of the Par- 


| Gn) Letter, 7. 162, 


liamentary 


3 : 


1 Mr. T. Bennet. 87 | 
liamentary Conſtitution and Government; againſt 
the arbitrary Encroachments of that unhappy Prince * 
and his Miniſters, can be juſtly branded as Rebels: 
while we who did the ſame Thing (with leſs Ap- 
pearance of Authority) deſervedly applaud and abide 


by what We have done, as a neceſſary Self-Defence. > -.- a 
___ Your Diſtinction between the Church her ſeif, and 1 
thoſe who are in it, and great Men in it (a); is Cs 
what I do not very well underſtand. That 1t was il 


_ chiefly out of Reſpect to ſeveral of the Authors, whoſe 
Senſe you had collected, that your [ Abridgment] ef- 
caped as it did; was what I had a great Deal of 
Reaſon to know : And ſince you adviſe or require 
me, for [very] Shame, to talk no more of forbearing 
fo anſwer out of Reſpect; the World ſhall know, 
what I never deſign'd to tell? and I will conten- 
tedly bear all the Shame, that it ſhall bring upon 
me. Above ten Years ago, ſoon after your Abridg- 
ment came abroad, a Project was ſet on Foot to 
_ anſwer the [London Caſes] by ſeveral Hands, accor- 
ding to the Order in which they ſtood in the Abridg- 
ment. The Perſons were fix'd upon: and I have 
| Reaſon to believe moſt (if not all) of their Parts 
actually prepar'd for the Preſs, I had for my own 


Share, to anſwet your Eighth Chapter concerning 5 9 
Symbolizing with the Church of Rome; and the Tenth, 
ö concerning better Ediſication. And (if I may be al- 


low'd to know my own Reſolutions, and the very 
Springs and Motives of em) I can and do ſolemnly 
aſſure the World, that that which I mention'd in 
my Review, was the true Reaſon why thoſe particular 
Parts were never publiſh'd : and if any Perſons in 
the World had been the Authors of thoſe Caſes, far 
whom I had not had the profound Reſpect, which I 91d. 
and ſtill do bear to thoſe great and good Men, 
Dr. Patrick the late Biſhop of Ely, and Dr. Fowler 
the preſent worthy Biſhop of Glouceſter 5 they ſhou'd 
long fince have ſeen the Light. Nor can I think 
that I was the only Perſon, that ſuppreſs'd my 
Papers for this very Reaſon, and no other. And 
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now what Shame can it any Way bring upon me, 
tho? I ſhovd ſtill ſay, We ſometimes do, and did 
particularly in the mention'd Caſe; forbear ro an. 
ſwer out of Reſpect. And when you wou'd hereup- 
on ſuppole, that it was out of Keſpe# that We de. 
clin'd to anſwer the Papiſts in King James's Reign, 
Fc. (a) and ſoon after demand the Reaſon of Our 
| Keſpe# to the Enemies of all Religion in general, 
and of the Reformation in particular (). Your 
Refletion is not more uncharitable, than it is rt- 
diculous and abſurd. What, Sir, becauſe We fome- 
times forbear anſwering out of Keſpect; therefore 
We never have, nor can have any other Reaſons to 
forbear! And is this to be a Proof of your great 
Learning and Judgment? I hope, Sir, the Art of 


Reaſoning is no Part of that Learning, which you 
pretend to confine within the Compaſs of your 


own Party; and cannot bear the poor Diſſenting 
Teachers ſhou'd be allow'd any Share in. But at- 


ter all, do you need to be told, that when the To- 


io Controverſies were on Foot, the Preſs was ſhut 


againit us: and that thoſe who then had the Care 
of it (generally ſpeaking) had ſo little Kindneſs 


for the Diſſenters, that the Popiſþ Pamphlets them- 


ſelves wou'd have as eafily obtain'd their Licenſe, 
had they needed it; as any Anſwers of ours could 
have done? I cou'd give you Inſtances, that wou'd 
ſufficiently expoſe the Rigor of thoſe Times: and 
filly ſhew, that if it was a Fault, that ſo few 


of Our Anſwers to the Popiſh Writers did appear in 


that Reign; it was the Fault of your Brethren, 


and not of ours. So that *tis We, and not you, 


that have Reaſon to complain of our hard Fate: 


*Tis hard indeed! firſt, to ſhut up the Prefs againſt 


Us, that We cou'd not write: and then reproach 


4 


Us, becauſe We did not do it. 


You afterwards tell me, you- cannot but ſmile at my 


 fayig that Mr. Tong has effectually anſwer'd Mr. Nor- 


ris's [Charge of «Schiſm continued} (c). But is then 
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what I ſaid ſo very ridiculous! Pray Sir, pleaſe to 
tell us wherein it is ſo. 933 


And 1. You fay, “ Alas! that excellent Trea- 
„ tiſe is not to be anſwer d in a few Pages. Alas, 
and well a day] what will become of us then? tor 
| *tis very plain, Mr, Tong has beſtow'd but a few 

Pages upon it: If I cow'd but learn of Mr. Bennet, 
juſt how many Pages were ſtill wanting, to compleat 
the Anſwer; I wowd uſe what Intereſt I have 
with Mr. Tong, to perſuade him to write a few 
Pages more, However, Sir, I am to thank you tor 
the Hint you have already given me: for I ne- 
ver underſtood before, that we are to judge of the 
Anſwer to an Author, whether 1t be an effectual one 


or not, by the Number of its Pages, - 


But 2, You further add, © Beſides, Mr. Norris 
$ was ſo far from knowing that his Book was 
% anſwer'd, that (as I remember) he had never 
« heard that Mr. Tong had touch'd upon him, till 
„J my (elf told him of it many Years after 
„Mr. Tong's Piece was publiſh'd, Now this gis a 
leaſant Story truly! Mr. Norris did not know his 
ook was anſwer'd : therefore to be ſure what Mr. 
Toy had ſaid could not poſlibly be an Anſwer to 


And z. You then call the whole of what Mr. 
Tong had ſaid, infgnificant Exceptions, Which is in- 
deed a ſhort and eaſie Way of dealing with the Diſ- 

ſenters: but 'tis neither very reputable, nor likely _ 
to be effectual. And now, Sir, I hope I may be 
allow'd, in my Turn to ſmile. The whole of this 

Paragraph cannot fail to have provok'd the Rea- 
der's Laughter: and why may not I alſo laugh. 
for Company. Jnſjgnificant Exceptions! Yes, Sir, fo 
you ſay : but will your Friend Mr, Norris ſay 
ſo too? I can hardly believe, that thoſe Exceptions 
which have ſtopp'd his Mouth for almoſt Seventeen 
Years paſt, are what he does or can look upon as 
inſgnifcant, How far this may provoke that Gen- 
e ES - - tleman, 


60 A LETTER tw 
tleman, I know not. nor do I ſay this in Con- 
tempt of him, or his Abilities 3 which I do allow 
to be very conſiderable ; vaſtly beyond your own 
Size, Sir. But yet, I am ſo well ſatisfy'd in the 
Truth and Strength of Mr. Tong's Argument againſt 
him, that I am under no Apprehenſions for my 
Friend, that he will at all need a Second 1n that 
Controverſie. However if you ſhou'd ever pretend 
to engage in that Quarrel, and offer to defend 
Mr. Norris's Charge, againſt theſe which you call 
/g nifcant Exceptions : 1 know not but IT may ven- 
ture again to undertake you: and give my inge- 


* 


for ſome more conſiderable Undertaking, 


| SECT. XI. You do in the next Chapter take 


Notice of ſome other Charges, I had advanc'd againſt 
you. Particularly Firft, you ſeem very uneaſie 
under the Charge of - Aſſurance, Confidence, Vanity, 


Fe But I willingly refer it to the Reader, whe- 
the 


ther ever I have any where us'd ſuch Language, 
without having (at that very Tune) Inſtances before 


me, that were ſufficient to invite and juſtifie the 


_ Cenſure. And whereas you refer me to ſome Paſ.. 


| Cages of mine, wherein I expreſs my ſelf like one 


that was fully perſuaded of the Truth of what I 
Wrote: and thereupon challenge me, to pick any 
one Paſſnge out of your Books, if I can, wherem you 
ſpeak with greater Aſſurance, Confidence, c. (a) 
And ſeem to reckon, if my Paſſages be confiſtent 
with true Modeſty, that you axe then certainhy as mo- 


deft as any one ccu'd wiſh (b). You mean, I ſuppoſe, 


that *tis all one to ſpeak with Aſſurance, whether 


it be with or without any Grounds in the World: 


whereas I always thought there was a very wide 


Difference in the Caſe. And that the Charge of 


Aſſurance, Confidence, Vanity, Aſuming, &. was never 
intended as a Reflection upon the full Satisfation 
_ of Mind with which any one ſpeaks; ſo much as 
upon the Groundleſnefs of that Satisfaction. And 


*(b) Lid. p. 17 
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if this may be allow'd, I am not afraid to leave 


it with. the Reader, to judge whether theſe Chara- 
&ers do beſt ſuit you or me. 8 e 


But one Inſtance you mention, which you believe 
has as great a Menſure of the moſt urchriſtian Con- 
fidence, &c. couch'd in it, as ever- any one Writer was 


Maſter of (a). By the Way, Sir, pray what do 
you here, as well as oft in other Parts of 
your Letter, make of me! I hape you will no 


more complain of the Harſhneſs and Severity of my 
Language. But what 1s this moſt impudent and 


wicked Paſſage of mine? Why, I faid, If this Gen- 
tleman, or others of his Make, will ſtill go on to preſs 
and plead for THE IMPOSITION of a Liturgy, © 


c. they will. only thereby make it extremely plain, 


that they do diſtruſt the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, &c. 


Upon this you cry out, What a. Pack of Vil- 
% lams muſt thoſe Perſons be, that will write for 


« a Cauſe they diſtruſt the Goodneſs of; that will 


« contend, ſuch a Liturgy 15 preferable in its OWN 
“Nature to any other Way, Sc. that will argue 


“for it, from Practices and Examples in Scripture, 

e. I lay, what — 8 profligate, Antichriſtian 

„ Miſcreants muſt thoſe 

* thus (b)? But, Sir, you ſhou'd have obſerv'd, 
that I did not ſay, if they preſs and plead for 


be, that will dare to a& 


a Liturgy, or for a National Liturgy ; if they plead 


for that Way as lawful, or even as moſt « bog 


but if they preſs and plead for the Impoſition of 


it, that is, to bave this Way of Worſhip Forced, 
either upon Miniſters or People, by the Sword of 
the Magiſtrate. And can any thing be plainer, than 
that thoſe do diſtruſt the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, 


who call in the Help of ſuch unmanly as well as 
unchriſtian Methods to ſupport it. When you after- 


wards deſire me to underſtand, that what I have writ- 


ten againſt the Impoſition of a National Liturgy, 1 
arrantly trifiing (c). Sir, I know not but I might 
comply with your Deſre; if my Underſtanding was 


_ abſolutely in my own Power : But my Underſtanding | 
(% Letter, (b) Lid. p. 180. (e) Ibid. P. 180, 187. 
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62 ALETTER wo 
is what I never yet cowd ſubdue, either to m 
own Intereſt, or to other Peoples Humours : How 
ductile and complaiſant your own may be, God and 
your (elf do beſt know. And when you add, that 
Jor will effetually prove it ſuch, i. e. prove what J 
had wrote againſt the Dupoſit ion of a National Li- 
turgy, to be arrantly trifling: I beg it of you, as 
the greateſt Kindneſs you can poſſibly do me, that 
you wowd be ſure to keep your Word. N 


Secondly, You next complain, that 1 charg'd yon 


with Uncharitablensſs : and whether it was not with 
the juſteſt Reaſon in the World, let the Reader judge, 


from thoſe very Paſſages of yours, to which that 
Charge of mine does any where refer. When you plead, 
that if what you have ſaid be true, it was the 


_ E greateſt Charity, you cou'd do us, to endeavour our 
„ Convichon (a). You ſeem to think, that the weer 


Truth or Falſbood of the Principles you maintain, is 
to be the Standard, according to which your Cen. 
ſures are to be judg'd either charitable or unchari- 
table. Now here again, We have a Specimen of your 
great Judgment. Is there no Difference then between 


Luths that are plain, and univerſally agrees amon 


ſerious Chriſtians; and thoſe that in the Apoſtle's N 


Phraſe, are yet Matter of doubiful Diſputation : be- 
tween Truths that are of the utmoſt Weight and In- 
Portance, ſuch as the Safety of Human Society, or 


even the Salvation of Souls is directly concern'd in; 
and thoſe that are comparatively IJittle Things, and 
what God has therefore no where exprefly determin'd, 


much leſs laid any Streſs upon. Shew us where God 
| has declar'd, that he will not accept the Prayers of 
any, but ſuch as make Uſe of precompos'd Forms; 


nor allow that they pray at all, unleſs they pray 
in that Way: $hew us where he has declar'd, that 
be wilknot accept or bleſs the Miniſtrations of any, 
dut thoſe who are Epiſcofally ordain'd; and that He will 
Look upon all others as Uſurpers of the Miniſterial 
Function: and I will then readily own, that I have 
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been too haſty and ſevere, in charging you with 
Uncharitableneſs, on theſe Accounts. But are either 
of the Inſtances you produce from me, like theſe 
of yours? may we not, without being uncharitable 
our ſelves, freely cenſure the 1yrannmzing and uucha- 
ritable Spirit of the High-Church! and repreſent 
to our Superiors, the horrid Profanations of the 


Lord's. Supper, that are Occaſion d by the Sacramen- | 


tal Teft ! Can you deny the Fats I there laid down, 


or dare you undertake the Defence of em? What 


mean you then to quarrel with me upon this Head? 
Do you imagine, Sir, that the ſuppos'd Intereſt of 


4 Party, that call themſelves the Church; ought to 
be prefer'd to the common Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 


and the Honour of our great Redeemer? If this 
be your Senſe of the Matter, the Lord pity you, and 


thoſe that follow ſuch a Guide. Your Attempts to 


exaſperate the Government againſt me, upon this 
Occaſion, I heartily forgive : tho? I thank God, I 
cou'd as cheerfully die at a Stake, in this Cauſe; 


as in that, for which the bleſſed Martyrs ſuſfer'd, in 


the Marian Days. - 


Thirdly, The Charge of ill Language, was ground- 
ed upon particular Inſtances, recited at large in 
my Keview, p. 412, 413. Surely Mr. Bennet himſelf 
cannot think it to be any other. When you chal- 
lenge me, to diſprove it if I can (3): You are not 


in earneſt, ſure. A Freſb-man might have been a- 
ſham'd to write at this Rate. Does Mr. Bennet 


need to be told, that till he has prov'd the bard 
Things he charges here upon our Way of Praying; 


We have no more to do, than only to deny em. 


A s to that yaſþ young Brother of yours, Mr. R—ſey, 
if you. want to be acquainted with him, you may 
enquire for one ſomewhere about Fen-Church-ſtreet, 


that while the late Incendiary ſtood impeach'd by 
all the Commons of Great Britain, had the Impu- 
dence to baptize a Child by the Name of Sach—etl : 
and ſince he was found guilty of high Crimes and 


| (a) Letter, p. 186 
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Miſdemeanours, in the moſt awful Court on Earth, 
has not only preſum'd to drink the Crimina['s 
Health; but in his Grace after Meat, has ſcanda- 
Jlouſly join'd his Name, with that of the Church and 
Queen. If you now know him, Sir, you may do well 
to adviſe him, no more to put forward the Preten- 
ders Health in mix'd Company: tho' when he is 
among Friends, it may go round the more plea- 
fantly, for the Sake of that ingenious Rhime, 


Here's an Health to the Perſon whom no Man dare name; 
And hes a falſe Brother that refuſes the ſame; 


This, I ſuppoſe, is a Key to the Do@or's late 


infamous Sermon; the better to let the Faction into 
the Meaning of it: and at the ſame time a Teſt of the 
Sincerity, with which the Clergy of High-Church have 
ſwallow'd the Oaths of Allegiance, and Abjuration, 
Theſe Accounts as well as the former, are ready 
to be atteſted by Perſons of unqueſtionable Repu. 
tation, whenever there may be Occaſion for it. 
What you immediately add, in Behalf of un- 
written Traditions (a). I profeſs, I know not, what to 


make of. The Notice I had formerly taken of that 


Diſtinction, between Traditions of Doctrines, and of 
Fractices (b); ſhou'd ſurely have oblig'd you to do 
ſomewhat more, than juſt barely mention it. But 
pray, Sir, do you mean then, that thu' the Do- 
_ &rines of Chriſtianity are contain'd in the Scrip- 
tures; yet for the Pradices of Religion, we are to 
depend upon unwritten Tradition. Fer my Part, I have 


long ſince teſolv'd to make the holy Scriptures the 


Rule both of my Faith and Practice: And the rather, 
becauſe 1 find the great Apoſtle delivering what re- 


lates to the Inſtitution of the Lord's-Supper, which 


was to be one of the Practices of the Church; in 
the ſame Way, that he did the moſt important 


Dodtrines of the Chriſtian Faith, 1 Cor. XI. 23, 24, 


7c. compar'd with 1 Cor. XV. 3, 4. You tell me, 


F I cannot veconcile ſuch Paſſages to the common Do- 
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#rine of Proteſtants, I may thank God that- others can 
do it for me: What! will it then conſiſt with the 
common Doarine of Proteſtants, to equal wmriten 
Traditions with the Scriptures themſelves, c? As I 
do not need, ſo I never expe& to fee that done : 
but I thank God, that I have a Bible: and with 
that alone, I do not much queſtion, but I ſhou'd be 
able to defend the Proteſtant Religion; as well as 
Mr. Bennet can ever do, with the Help of any 
other Traditions (written or unwritten) that the an- 
cient Fathers can furniſh you with. Nor do I 
apprehend - the Reformation to be in the leaſt woun- 
ded, or in Danger, by expoſing thoſe (whether An- 
. crents, or Moderns) who wow'd equal unwritten Tra- 
 #itions, with the Oracles of God himſelf. TT 


Fourthly, You ate offended with me, becauſe 1 
took Notice of the Jeſt (a) you made upon 4 
Subject, which rather call'd for the utmoſt Awe and 
Reverence. But may then the Preſence of the Holy Spi- 
rit with Believers, and his gracious Influenges, be 
Innocently turn'd into a Feſt ? and do ſuch Sort 
of Freedoms become your Character, either as 2 
Chriſtian or a Clergyman? No, Sir, inward and 
| real Religion has other Enemies enough, that are 
., too ready to laugh it out of Countenance : You 


do not need to put to your helping Hand. And 


What is it but a Jeſt, to apply a Scripture-Phraſe 
(whether it be to one or other) in a Way of Ban- 
ter and Ridicule? I pray God forgive, and heal 

Te Leavity or your Spit m 


 Fifthly, You next complain, as if I had done 
_ You ſome mighty Wrong, when to expoſe the mote 
ſenſibly your idiculous Scheme that every one muſt 
_ neceſſarily be beforehand well acquaintzd with the 
Prayers that ate to be us'd in Publick; otherwiſe 
they cannot poſſibly join in em :] To expoſe this, 
I fay, as it deſery'd; I intimated, that your Ad- 
vice to the Government, to print the Forms fot 
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Fuſts and Thankſg iving- Days, ſo as that every one 
might have em to peruſe before-hand: muſt ſure- 
ly mean, that you wou'd have em number the People, 
Nor do I yet ſee, how it will otherwiſe be ſo much 


| as poſſible, according to your Notion, for the 


People to pray upon theſe Occaſions. So that the 


Inference is therefore only an execrable one (a); be- 


cauſe it naturally flows from à Principle of yours, 


that is really ſo. 


$ixtbly, When you apprebend that 1 threatned to 


diſprove the Validity of Epiſcopal Ordination (b) in ge- 
5 lp it was a meer Miſtake, For what I laid of ä 


that Nature, I intended fingly of your ſelf. Which 


I thought you eaſily would have underſtood: becauſe 
had ſaid immediately before, that I fear'd there 
might be ſome {Conformiſts, as well as others] that 
were Uſurpers of the Miniſterial Function. I never 
thought that all were ſo. And if what I there Cay,muſt 
be underſtood to reflect upon Epiſcopal Orders as ſuch; 
any one may ſee, that I equally reproach our own 
 Presbyterian ones too: which no one can imagine, 
| I ever deſign'd. So that all you ſay upon this 
Occaſion, is (to borrow your own Expreſſion) a 
ridiculous empty Rant, which I therefore paſs, as it 
deſerves, with Conterapt. 


Laſihy, Whereas you put it to me, to ſay, whe. 
ther you have treated My. Clarkſon and 
I have treated you > and challenge me to name but one 
ſingle Diſtance of an harſh Reflection, &c. (c). I muſt beg 
the Reader's Pardon, while I lay before you a few 
of your own Expreflions,”tho' I am not at Leiſure 
to gather up a compleat Catalogue of em. As for 
Mr, Bold (tho? he be not a Diſſenting Teacher; but 
_ Epiſcopally ordain'd, and one of your Brethren, Sir: 
pet) you tell us, in a Way of Ridicule, He very 


gravely interpoſes, Brief Hiſt. p. 248. that hs Pre- 


zence i groundleſs and falſe, p. i16. that he u moſt 
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groſſy miſtaken, p. 124. that bs Oljettion is utterly im- 


pertinent, and that he dees in Reality make St. Baſil 


a Lyar, p. 134. You charge him with that mall 
Fault commonly calld a Se- Contradiction, p. 186, 
Nay, with arraut Nonſenſe, and with ſuch Stuff as 
no Man in bis Wits cou'd write, p. 187. Again, ſay 
you, what a fair and plauſible Story has our Author 
told? and yet every Syllable of it is falſe, p. 122. 
And you add, that you are really aſbam'd to find 


in him ſo many notorious Proofs of his haſly Writing, 
or ſomething that deſerves a much worſe Name, p. 


137 


eſtabliſh'd Reputation and Character among all wiſe 
and good Men, whether in or out of the Eftabliſh'd 


Church, cou'd prevail with you to ſpare his Aſhes 
when dead: but you moſt unmercifully infiilt him, 
on the Occaſion of a few Slips (whether real, or on- 
Iy ſuppos'd ones, is not material) in a poſthumons 
and unfinſy'd Piece; that ot he but the Publiſher 
ons ought to be accountable for. You tell us in 
2 Way of Ridicule, that be puts a ſhew'd Queſtion, 


p. 180. and callWhe Reaſons he offers wiſe Rea- 


fons, p. 220. and p. 305. You call what is con- 


tain d in that Book of his in the groſs, thin and 


frivolous Pretences, p. 210. His Arguments are all 
weak and frivolous, p. 315. His Exceptions trifiing, 


and againſt plain Evideuce, p. 182. What he di- 
courſes w weak and ag p. 211, and can prove 


nothing but the Weakneſs of Mr. Clarkſon's Judgment, 
p. 213. His Qustation is mpertinent, p. 261, And 
upon Suppoſition that his Account was really faith- 
fal, yet it b a moſt impertinent Nea, p. 332. Nay, 


you riſe ſtill higher, and charge him not only with 


Aſſurance, Confidence, Vanity, but with raſh Zeal, and 
egregious Prevarication., Read again your own 
Words. Here (fay you) # Aſſurance and Error in 
Plenty, p. 182, Mr. Clarkſon has Confidence enough 
&c. p. 337. To convince Mr. Clarkſon's Friends of 
the Vans of this Pretence, &c. p. 304. I fear Mr. 
Clarkſon's Zeal would * ſuffer him to take 7 
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. ind neither Mr. Clarkſon's Age, Gravity, Lear- 
ning, Judgment, nor his great Moderation, and his 
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Pains in conſderinyg his Arguments, or to enquire whe. 
ther they might not he vetorted with great Advantage, p. 

2069. But your Reflections upon his Smcerity, are 
yet more ſevere. Mr. Clarkſon's Plea (ſay you) © 
not only impertinent, but arzantly falſe: and wor'd 
eafily have appear d ſuch to the Reader, had he not 
moſt unfaithtully omitted the Context, p. 333. Mr, 
Clarkſon names no Place, tho) he is forward enough 
20 produce his Vouchers when be has any: and I know 


him ſo well, at J dare not truſt him upon his bare 


able to take no Notice of this ;= And therefore 


Word, &c. p. 266. Mr. Clarkſon thought it gow 
Breaks off the Quotation abruptly, and you only [0 


7 


much of the Text as might ſerve to blinds the Reader, | 


and very honeſtly leaves out the reſt, p. 2E4. Once 
mare, ſay 
 fſoge, and then judge, whether twas poſſible for one 
that deſgn'd to repreſent him honeſtly, to give ſuch 
an Acgount of St. Auſtin's Opinion, p. 57. . 
I forbear to mention the haſe and fcurrilous Lan- 
guage, with which you treat me in this Letter 
of Yours : becauſe you may pretend I had provok d 
you to it. But what Excuſe cane poſlibly make, 
For what Thave now ſet before thE Reader! And yet 


do you complain that you are refleed on? or 


have you any Right to more gentle Uſage? In 
ſhort, Sir, your ſawcy Treatment not only of par- 


rieular Perſons, but of the whole Body of the Diſ- 


| fenting Mmiſters has again provok'd me, againſt my 
Temper and Inclination, to be ſevere upon you: 


and if this Kind of Language is what you can- | 


not hea; pray, for the future, learn to forbear it. 
For while you uſe your Betters at this Rate, you 


muſt not ne that others will treat you with 


pay oat ee 


SECT. XII. And now Sir, 2 think again what it 


is that you have been doing (a). You ſeem to make your 


* as if you had done ſomething very wonderfull ; 


But what u it, I beſeech you; and where is it to be 


1 


you, Let any Man peruſe the whole PA. 


i found? 
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found? You have not, ſo far as I can ſee, elear'd 2 
the Senſe of any one Term, that I complain'd you 


had left obſcure: You take not the leaſt Notice of 


any Attempt I had made, to fix with you the State 


of the main Queſtion in Debate: And tho' you have 
with great Freedom, cenſur'd my Animadverſions up» 
on the Titles of your Books, in the Groſs, becauſe. 
of the Pleaſantry that is mix'd with 'em; yet you 


perfectly overlook the whole of the Argument that 


is contain'd in 'em; tho' in the Compaſs of thoſe 


few Pages, the ſenfible Reader may find a juſt An- 
ſwer to both your Books. You do not ſo much 
2s offer to prove that the ancient Fews, our Savi- 


or, or his Apoſtles did ever, ſo muth as once, make 
Uſe of ſuch precompos'd fet Forms, as are in Diſ- 


pute between you and us: Much leſs, that they al- 


ways us'd them and no other. You have not yet 


prov'd this, of any one among 'em; much leſs of 
all and every one of them. And as to the Nimi- 
ive Chriſtians, zo have not y.. prov'd, that any 
one ſingle Churc 


in the five firſt Centuries, conſtantly make Uſe of 


* S Forms, upon all Occaſions; much leſs 


ave you made it appear, of every particular Church 


throughout all Nations, during that entire Period: 
Which therefore ſtill lies upon you to do. 


Again, you have no where yet ſo much as at- f 


tempted a Reply to the Difficultics I laid before Vou; 
(a) which muſt be clear'd before itcan be allow'd, that 


the Forms they us'd were ſuch as the reſpective Con 


 gregations were accuſtom'd to, and throughly acquainted 
Nor have you offer'd one Word or Syllable in 


you do indeed promiſe you will do, if God ſpare Life 


and Health, I muſt therefore bes whenever you un- 
_ dertake it, that you will diftinaly in 
who they are with whom this Power is lodg'd; who 


inform the World, 


that can Authoritatively impoſe a National Latwgy : 
That we may know whether this Authority is ve- 
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ſted in the States of the Kingdom agreeing in Parlia- 
ment: or whether in the C 457 in, ox out of Con- 
vocat ion. It you fix it in the latter, and make it 

be ChurchtPs Power, you will do well to 
Mew, when and by whom this Power was committed 


to 'em: That we may be ſatisfy'd, they came ho- 


neſtly by itz and that they have from the Begin- 
ning been in Poſſeſſion of it. And once more, we 


 Larely ought to know, how far this their impoſing 
Power does extend and reach: Whether all are im- 
mediately oblig'd, to uſe whatever they ſhall aypoint 
to be the National Liturgy : or, whether after they 
or the Majority of them are agreed, every Miniſter 
zs not ſtill} at Liberty (unleſs we ſhould rather ſay, 
de ts oblig d) to judge the matter over again for 
_ himſelf: And at laſt, whether upon due Deliberation, 
every one ought not either to uſe, or to forbear the 
the Ufe of ſuch 2 Liturgy, according as he appre- 
 hends the great Ends of his Miniftry are moſt lke- 


ly to be reach'd, one Way or the other. 


Again, you never once in all your Letter, offer 
dhe leaſt Tittle to ſupport your heavy Charge agunſt 
extenipore Prayer: You ſay of it in the Groſs, (with- 
out diſtinguiſhing between one Man's Performances, 
and another) that this Way of praying defiles the 4ſ- 
 femiblies of Chriſtians, and drives away the Holy Spirit 
from them: That it hinders Devotion, and conſequently 
diſpleaſes God: That it really intollerable, odious to 
Cod, and to be abborr'd by Man: With a great deal 
mate to the fame Purpoſe. But when I complain'd 
Of it, and expected you ſhould either prove or re- 


tract the Charge: All I can yet get in Anſwer 
from you is, “ that thoſe Paſſages are what you ftill _ 
<« own and maintain: That you know, they are ve- 
* ry clafe, and very true; and that therefore I 
& cannot bear em, c. (a.) And do you ſeriouſly 
intend this for an Anſwer? I begs Sir, if you will 
den and maintain this terrible Ch 
that you will be prevaiPd upon to produce your 
C Evidence: And do not think the World will give 
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arge againſt us, 


in 


| Mr. T. Bennet. > | 71 
in to it, much leſs that we ourſelves ſhall be con- 
vinc'd of it, meerly becauſe you tell us, that you 
know it very true, ; „„ 5 
Nor do you here attempt to produce any Princi- | 
{ ples of ours, upon which we are oblig'd (as you ſaid Lv. 
we were) 70 abhor the Prayers offer d in our own Aſſem- e 
blies: that is you mean, every Prayer that is not a 
Precompos'd ſet Form. In a Word, you have not fo. 
much as once attempted either to ſupport the moſt 
material Paſſages in your own Books: Or directly 
fo reply to any thing in mine, that I lay any 
Streſs upon. And yet you make your Boats of 
what you have been doing. Really, Sir, I cou'd almoſt 
fancy, you are your ſelf by, this Time made ſenſible 
that you have been egregiouſly trifing. Had you had 
never ſo plainly the Advantage of me, in the ſeve- 
ral Particulars that make up your Letter, it would 
not at all have affected the main Cauſe between us, 
nor any important Branch of it. Admit that 1 
had miſtaken and miſrepreſented your Definition of 
Prayer, as you ſay I did: That 1 not contra- 
dict you ſelf where I thought you had: That I had 
without ſufficient Reaſon charg'd you with Forgery, 
Prevarication, &. That you had not blunder'd when 
1 ſaid you did: Admit, that that Paſſage of mine 
touching the Author of the Tract de Spiritu Sando, - 
had upon Examination fail'd: That you had plain- - 
Iy prov'd, my Skill in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity to have 
been but ſmall, not exce2ding even Mr, Baxter's or 
Mr Clarkſon's Meaſure; and leſs than that, even you 
your ſelf do not ſeem to wiſh any one ſhould 
think it is: Nay atmit, that 1 had been fo weak 
and fooliſh, as (in the Inſtances you refer to) to 
have anſwer'd your Arguments in the Ways you re- 
| preſent as mine; what would you have the Reader 
infer? Would it follow, think you, that therefore 
_ precompos'd ſet Forms are always preferable, to that _. 
call'd Extempore-Prayer, in publick. Worſhip! That 
they are not Oy preferable, but the only Prayers 
that may lawfully be us'd in Publick | That a Li- 
tus) conſiſting of ſuch Forms, may and ought to 
be (invariably aud with utmoſt Rigor) 3nper'd in 
i e 
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every Nation, both upon the Clergy and People 
Or, even that the ancient Jews, our Savor, his Apo- 
les, and the rimitive Chriſtians never join'd in an 
Prayers but ſuch Forms only! Yet theſe are the 
principal Points in Debate between you and me. 
But, after all, the Reader will conclude, that I have 
either been ſo happy as to avoid the giving you any 
Advantage, even 1n theſe little Things, where the 
more cautious Writers themſelves, are not always 
upon their Guard: Or elſe, that Mr. Bennet is à 
very unhappy Man in the Choice of his Inſtances. 


And now therefore (to conclude) I do agree with 


vou, that this Part of the Controverſie is already driven 
fo far, as wil probably make one of us heartily ſick and 
 aſhaw'd of it (a). The Reader will, as tis fit he 


ſhould, judge for himſelf, which of us has the grezt- 


er Reaſon to be ſo: Tho? if you pleaſe, the Matter 
may ſtill be thus accommodated between us: I am 


| heaxtily ſick, and you ought to be aſham'd of it. If 
this Freedom be offenſive to you, I can aſſure you, 
*tis what I do not chuſe 3 But what by your Way 


of writing I am forc'd upon: And what you there- 


Wre may eſcape for the future, provided you will 


henceforwward keep cloſe to the Arguments before 
usz and avoid, on your Part, thoſe Perſonal Cenſures 
and Reproaches, which you can ſo ill bear to 


have returned. 


— —— Wr.: — 
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| £ I am with great Sincerity, | 
May, 20. 1710 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


X17 HEREAS I have lately met with a Ler- 
WV er, directed to my Self, under the Title of 


* Lay Craf 7 eæemlpiſted, &c. And ſince that, | 
with a Treatiſe, entituPd, 4 Vindication T the Church 
of England from the Aſperſions of a Libel intituled, 


Prieſtcraft 


in Perfection, &c. 1 had fully intended 


to follow this to Mr. Bennet, with an Anſwer to 


them, fo 


far at leaſt as I am concern'd with them. 


But being inform'd, that another Gentleman of 


ſome Ran] 


and Figure in the Church, is alſo col- 


lecting Materials, with a Deſign to write upon the 


{ſame Sub 


jet: I am willing to wait a while 'till 


that appears. And then I ſhall not fail, with the 
firſt Opportunity, to give the World my further 
Thoughts upon the great Point, [of the Authori of 
the Church): And to take what Notice maß be 
proper of the above- mention d Writings, 
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